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Ania Ahlborn 

BROTHER 

World English: Gallery Books (September 2015)  Agent: David Hale Smith 

Editor: Ed Schlesinger 

Format: book 

 

Praise for Brother: 

 

“[A] visceral, nihilistic thriller…. This relentlessly grim tale is… nearly impossible to put down.”  

—Publishers Weekly (starred review) 

 

From the bestselling horror author of Within These Walls and The Bird Eater comes a brand-new 

novel of terror that follows a teenager determined to break from his family’s unconventional—

and deeply disturbing—traditions. 

 

Deep in the heart of Appalachia stands a crooked farmhouse miles from any road. The       

Morrows keep to themselves, and it’s served them well so far. When girls go missing off the 

side of the highway, the cops don’t knock on their door. Which is a good thing, seeing as to 

what’s buried in the Morrow’s backyard. 

 

But nineteen-year-old Michael Morrow isn’t like the rest of his family. He doesn’t take pleas-

ure in the screams that echo through the trees. Michael pines for normalcy, and he’s sure that 

someday he’ll see the world beyond West Virginia. When he meets Alice, a pretty girl working 

at a record shop in the small nearby town of Dahlia, he’s immediately smitten. For a moment, 

he nearly forgets about the monster he’s become. But his brother, Rebel, is all too eager to    

remind Michael of his place... 

 

Ania Ahlborn was born in Ciechanów, Poland, and is the author of the horror thrillers Seed, 

The Neighbors, The Shuddering, The Bird Eater, and Within These Walls. When she isn’t writing, 

she enjoys exploring the darkest depths of the human (and sometimes inhuman) condition.  

She lives in Portland, Oregon. 
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William Bayer 

THE LUZERN PHOTOGRAPH 

Praise for The Dream of the Broken Horses: 

 

“Sharp and sexy… a classy and compelling psychoerotic suspense tale.” —Publishers Weekly 

 

In 1882, the young Lou Andreas-Salomé, writer, psychoanalyst, and “femme fatale muse,”   

appears with Fredrich Nietzsche and another man in a bizarre photograph taken in Luzern, 

Switzerland. Over thirty years later, an art student in Vienna, obsessed with Lou Salomé,     

presents her with a drawing he has fashioned, based on the infamous photograph. 

 

In the present day, Tess Berenson, a brilliant performance artist, moves into a new apartment, 

which was vacated in a hurry by a professional dominatrix who used the name Chantal      

Desforges, some of whose installations—an  alcove converted to a prison cell and an X-frame 

embedded in the wall—are still in place. Tess’s curiosity about Chantal intensifies when her 

body turns up in the trunk of a stolen car. Determined to construct a performance piece about 

Chantal’s life and death, Tess embarks upon an obsessive investigation, interviewing Chantal’s 

acquaintances, clients, and dominatrix colleagues. 

 

When Tess stumbles upon Chantal’s books packed in boxes in a local used bookstore, she    

discovers a photograph that appropriates the imagery of the famous photo. As the links       

between the original Luzern photograph, the 1913 drawing, and a reenactment photograph 

taken by Chantal start to become clear, tension ratchets up, and Tess, drawing ever  closer to 

identifying the killer, finds that she too is in jeopardy. 

 

William Bayer is the author of several novels, including two New York Times bestsellers, Switch 

and Pattern Crimes. He has won the Best Novel Edgar, the Lambda Literary Award, and is a 

two-time winner of the French Prix Mystere de la Critique. Switch spawned seven CBS prime 

time television movies all featuring Bayer’s creation, NYPD Detective Frank Janke. He lives in 

California. 

World English: Severn House (UK: September 2015. US: January 2016) 

Russia: AST 

Agent: George Lucas 

Editor: Kate Lyall Grant 

Format: manuscript  
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R.O. Blechman 

THE JUGGLER OF OUR LADY 

“One of the great examples of the graphic novel form. Should inspire a new generation.” 

—The Atlantic 

 

Cantalbert is a simple juggler but the world takes no interest in his only real gift, and he feels 

inadequate compared to people with meaningful jobs. Seeking a more spiritual approach to 

life, he enters a monastery. Cantalbert’s menial chores among the monks fail to instill the self-

doubting juggler with any sense of worth—until he experiences a soul-stirring encounter with 

a statue of Mary, the Mother of Christ. 

 

“I treasure my first edition of Juggler, and the memory of its effect on me is still fresh,” writes 

Maurice Sendak in the Introduction, which offers insight into the fable’s enduring influence. 

And in Jules Feiffer’s Foreword, he compares Blechman’s work to Samuel Beckett for its 

“spare, stoic… pratfalls of defeat.” But “where Beckett evokes despair,” Feiffer adds, “my old 

friend Bob… insists on an ending of hope.” 

 

This magical 1952 retelling of a medieval legend, featuring winsome watercolor images by 

famed illustrator R.O. Blechman, constitutes a predecessor to the modern graphic novel.  

 

R.O. Blechman is an American animator, illustrator, children’s-book author, graphic novelist, 

and editorial cartoonist whose work has been the subject of retrospectives at the Museum of 

Modern Art and other institutions. He was induced into the Art Directors Hall of Fame in 

1999. Aside from The Juggler of Our Lady, Blechman is best known for television commercials 

for Alka-Seltzer and other products, and numerous covers for The New Yorker magazine.  

World English: Dover Publications (October 2015) Agent: Alexis Hurley 

Editor: Drew Ford 

Format: book 
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Matthew Carr 

THE DEVILS OF CARDONA 

In March 1584, the priest of Belamar de la Sierra, a small Pyrenean Spanish town, is brutally 

murdered in his own church.  

 

Most of Belamar’s inhabitants are Moriscos, former Muslims converted to Catholicism. King 

Philip II’s advisor appoints the Licentiate Bernardo de Mendoza as special justice, with orders 

to investigate the murder. A bibliophile, humanist, war veteran, and musician, Mendoza’s   

private life does not always live up to the exemplary moral standards expected of Hapsburg 

officials, but he has a reputation for incorruptibility that makes him a natural choice for an   

assignment like this.  

 

Mendoza finds almost universal hatred and resentment towards the priest among the          

Moriscos. He also learns that his quest coincides with the ongoing attempts by the ruthless and 

ambitious local Inquisition commissioner Don Felipe Silesio de Mercader to carry out a purge 

of Belamar’s Moriscos, who he regards as heretics engaged in subversive plots.  

 

Soon Mendoza is drawn into a dangerous world of clashing jurisdictions in which greed,     

religious fanaticism, and reasons of state overlap. And as more murders and revenge attacks 

occur, his criminal investigation is increasingly overshadowed by the prospect of an all-out 

ethnic and religious civil war in the Pyrenees. At length Mendoza discovers that nothing is as 

it seems, that he himself is being manipulated, and that the priest’s murder was just the start of 

a complex and widespread conspiracy that reaches into the heart of the Castilian court, and he 

begins to suspect some of the same high state officials who sent him to investigate.  

 

Matthew Carr is a writer, journalist, blogger, and lifelong Hispanophile. The Devils of Cardona 

is his first novel; his non-fiction books include: The Infernal Machine: A History of Terrorism,   

Fortress Europe: Dispatches from a Gated Continent, and Blood and Faith: The Purging of Muslim 

Spain.  

North America: Riverhead Books (Summer 2016) Agent: George Lucas 

Editor: Jake Morrissey  

Format: manuscript 
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Blake Crouch 

DARK MATTER 

Jason Dessen is a forty-year-old physics professor living with his wife and son in Chicago. One 

night, after a celebration with his old roommate who was just awarded a prestigious prize in 

astrophysics, Jason heads home. 

 

But he never makes it. 

 

A man wearing a Geisha mask suddenly forces Jason at gunpoint into the driver seat of a black 

SUV. Jason is made to drive to South Chicago, where his abductor marches him into an     

abandoned power plant on the shore of Lake Michigan. Jason thinks he’s going to be tortured 

and killed, but instead he’s given a powerful drug. 

 

When Jason next comes to consciousness, he’s surrounded by people in Hazmat suits who  

carry him on a stretcher through a strange hangar into a quarantine unit. There, a young     

doctor looks down at him, smiling, and says, “Welcome back.” 

 

Jason is on the brink of a stunning revelation: the world he thought was his is completely 

wrong. 

 

Film rights for Dark Matter have been sold to Sony Pictures.  

 

Blake Crouch is the author of over a dozen bestselling suspense novels, including the interna-

tional runaway bestselling series Wayward Pines, which has been published in over thirty  

countries. Pines is now a Major Television Event from Executive Producer M. Night Shyama-

lan, starring Matt Dillon, which aired on FOX and has been renewed for two more seasons. His 

short fiction has appeared in numerous anthologies, and his longer fiction has been shortlisted 

for the International Thriller Award. Blake lives in Colorado.  

North America: Crown (Spring 2016) 

UK: Macmillan 

Brazil: Intrinseca 

Finland: Tammi 

France: J’ai Lu 

Germany: Goldmann 

Greece: Dioptra  

Holland: Karakter 

Hungary: Agave 

Italy: Sperling & Kupfer 

 

Agent: David Hale Smith 

Editor: Julian Pavia 

Format: partial manuscript 
Latin America: Oceano 

Norway: Gyldendal 

Portugal: Objetiva 

Romania: R.A.O. 

Russia: Exmo 

Spain: Noctura 

Sweden: Massolit 

Taiwan: Eurasian 
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Matthew FitzSimmons 

THE SHORT DROP 

“The Short Drop is an adrenaline fueled thriller that has it all—political intrigue, murder and         

suspense. Matthew Fitzsimmons weaves a clever plot and deftly leads the reader on a rapid ride to an 

explosive end.” —Robert Dugoni, author of My Sister’s Grave 

 

A decade ago, 14-year-old Suzanne Lombard, the daughter of Senator Benjamin Lombard of 

Virginia, disappeared after meeting a stranger online. The only clue is a convenience store  

video of Suzanne wearing an unfamiliar baseball cap just before she walked into oblivion. Her 

disappearance and the futile manhunt for her alleged abductor becomes an American           

obsession. If the daughter of a U.S. Senator can be snatched without a trace, what chance does 

an ordinary family have of keeping its children safe? 

 

Gibson Vaughn grew up with Suzanne, and that question has haunted him his entire adult life. 

On the tenth anniversary of her disappearance, a photograph of Suzanne taken the night she 

vanished is delivered via a taunting, anonymous email. Gibson, a legendary computer hacker, 

ex-Marine, and former member of the US military’s elite Intelligence Support Activity, jumps 

at the chance to trace the photo to its source and solve the mystery of what happened to       

Suzanne Lombard. 

 

As they expand their search, Gibson and his team uncover intertwining conspiracies surround-

ing the Lombard family. If he can just stay one step ahead, Gibson will uncover the truth of 

Suzanne’s enigmatic disappearance, while altering the course of a Presidential election and 

revealing the tragic story behind his own father’s suicide when Gibson was just a boy. 

 

Matthew FitzSimmons grew up in London, England and now lives in Washington, D.C. The 

Short Drop is his first novel.  

World English: Thomas & Mercer (December 2015) Agent: David Hale Smith 

Editor: Alan Turkus 

Format: galley 
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Pepper Harding 

THE HEART OF HENRY  

QUANTUM 

Henry Quantum has several thoughts going through his head at any given time, so it’s no   

surprise when he forgets something very important—specifically, a Christmas gift for his wife, 

Margaret, which he realizes on the morning of December 23rd. Henry sets off that day in 

search of the perfect present for Margaret: a bottle of Chanel No. 5.  

 

But much like Henry’s ever-wandering mind, his quest takes him in different and unexpected 

directions, including running into the former love of his life, Daisy. Margaret, meanwhile, has 

begun her own affair, seeking an escape from her unhappy marriage. And Daisy, who has 

made the unsettling choice of leaving her husband to strike out on her own, finds herself   

questioning whether she and Henry belong together after all. 

 

In the vein of The Rosie Project comes a sweet, funny, and touching debut from author Pepper 

Harding which shows how the seemingly insignificant events of one single day can change our 

lives forever—perhaps, if we’re lucky, for the better.  

 

Pepper Harding is the pseudonym of a prizewinning novelist. They both live and write in   

California.  

North America: Gallery Books (October 2016) Agent: Michael Carlisle 

Editor: Karen Kosztolnyik 

Format: manuscript  
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Katie Heaney 

DEAR EMMA 

“Katie Heaney’s writing is clever and laugh out loud funny, and in Dear Emma she’s created an     

honest, hilarious portrait of the pitfalls of modern courtship.” 

—Emily Gould, author of Friendship 

 

The debut novel from the author of the popular memoir Never Have I Ever. 

 

College junior Harriet, the anonymous creator of the advice column Dear Emma, imparts  

weekly wisdom to the students around her struggling with relationships, academics, and     

existential crises. But her own life isn’t in such great shape, especially since her Spanish Civili-

zation classmate and crush Keith has gone radio silent on her. 

 

When she learns that Keith is dating beautiful and brilliant Remy, the girl she’s started sharing 

a library work-study shift with, she immediately decides that her new coworker is the enemy. 

But just as Harriet begins to warm to her despite herself, the enemy gives Dear Emma an     

opportunity to change the course of her relationship with Keith. 

 

As Harriet ponders the power her column holds in her own life, she begins to wonder if it’s 

worth losing a new friendship just to get back at Keith.  

 

Katie Heaney is a writer and blogger whose writing has appeared on BuzzFeed, Outside    

magazine online, New York magazine’s culture blog Vulture, The Hairpin, The Awl, and      

Glamour.com, among other places. Her memoir, Never Have I Ever, was published in 2014. She 

lives in New York City. 

North America: Grand Central Publishing (March 2016) 

 

Agent: Allison Hunter 

Editor: Emily Griffin 

Format: galley 
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Elin Hilderbrand 

WINTER STROLL 

Praise for Winter Street: 

 

“Open this diverting tale of family dysfunction and  you’ll find a holiday package filled with humor,  

romance and realism.” —USA Today 

 

The Quinn family celebrates their most dramatic Christmas yet in this enchanting sequel to 

Winter Street. 

 

Christmas on Nantucket finds Winter Street Inn owner Kelley Quinn and his family busily   

preparing for the holiday season. Though the year has brought tragedy, the Quinns have much 

to celebrate: Kelley has reunited with his first wife Margaret, Kevin and Isabelle have a new 

baby, and Ava is finally dating a nice guy. 

 

But when Kelley’s wife Mitzi shows up on the island, along with Kevin’s devious ex-wife Nora 

and a dangerously irresistible old fling of Ava’s, the Inn is suddenly overrun with romantic 

feuds, not to mention guests. With jealousy, passion, and eggnog consumption at an all-time 

high, it’s going to take a whole lot more than a Christmas miracle to get the Quinns—and the 

Inn—through the holidays intact.  

 

Elin Hilderbrand is the author of several New York Times bestselling novels, including The   

Rumor, Beautiful Day, Summerland, Silver Girl, The Island, A Summer Affair, and Barefoot. There 

are over five million copies of Elin Hilderbrand’s novels in print and her sales continue to 

grow. Her books have been published in twenty foreign countries.  

World English: Little, Brown (October 2015) 

Germany: Verlagsgruppe RH 

 

Agent: Michael Carlisle & David Forrer 

Editor: Reagan Arthur 

Format: book 
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Elin Hilderbrand 

HERE’S TO US 

Praise for Beautiful Day: 

 

“Hilderbrand’s latest blends humor with family drama in a style similar to Jane Green and Emily Giffin. 

Another summer delight for fans of women’s fiction.” —Library Journal 

 

An emotional, heartwarming story from New York Times bestselling author Elin Hilderbrand 

about a grieving family that finds solace where they least expect it. 

 

Celebrity chef Deacon Rowe is struggling with addition, depression, and not one, but two 

scandals. As summer nears, he travels to the idyllic Eastern bluff of Nantucket, where he takes 

his own life. 

 

In the wake of Deacon’s shocking suicide, his first wife and childhood sweetheart, Laurel 

Rowe, sets out to gather Deacon’s far-flung family—including Deacon and Laurel’s son, and 

Deacon’s other ex-wives and children—on the island. Here’s to Us brings together three very 

different, resilient women and their children, who start out not only as strangers, but as bitter 

rivals, each wanting to claim the primary place in Deacon’s life. Secrets are revealed,            

confidences are shared, and improbable bonds are formed as this unlikely family says goodbye 

to the man they loved.  

 

Elin Hilderbrand is the author of several New York Times bestselling novels, including The   

Rumor, Beautiful Day, Summerland, Silver Girl, The Island, A Summer Affair, and Barefoot. There 

are over five million copies of Elin Hilderbrand’s novels in print and her sales continue to 

grow. Her books have been published in twenty foreign countries.  

World English: Little, Brown (June 2016) 

 

Agent: Michael Carlisle & David Forrer 

Editor: Reagan Arthur 

Format: manuscript (January) 
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Swan Huntley 

WE COULD BE BEAUTIFUL 

A spellbinding psychological novel, We Could Be Beautiful is the story of a wealthy woman who 

has everything—and yet can trust no one. 

 

Catherine West has spent her entire life surrounded by beautiful things. She owns an immacu-

late Manhattan apartment, she collects fine art, she buys exquisite handbags and clothing, and 

she constantly redecorates her home. And yet, despite all this, she still feels empty. She sees 

her personal trainer, she gets weekly massages, and occasionally she visits her mother and  

sister on the Upper East Side, but after two broken engagements and boyfriends who only 

want her money, she is haunted by the fear that she’ll never have a family of her own. 

 

One night, at an art opening, Catherine meets William Stockton, a handsome man who shares 

her impeccable taste and love of beauty. He is educated, elegant, and even has a personal    

connection—his parents and Catherine’s parents were friends years ago. But as he and       

Catherine grow closer, she begins to encounter strange signs, and her mother, Elizabeth, (now 

suffering from Alzheimer’s) seems to have only bad memories of William as a boy. In          

Elizabeth’s old diary she finds an unnerving letter from a former nanny that cryptically reads 

“We cannot trust anyone.” 

 

Is William lying about his past? And if so, is Catherine willing to sacrifice their beautiful life in 

order to find the truth? Featuring a fascinating heroine who longs for answers but is blinded 

by her own privilege, We Could Be Beautiful is a glittering, seductive, utterly surprising story of 

love, money, greed, and family.  

 

Swan Huntley earned her MFA from Columbia University. She’s received fellowships from 

The MacDowell Colony and The Ragdale Foundation. She lives in Oakland. 

 
 

World English: Doubleday (June 2016) Agent: Allison Hunter 

Editor: Jennifer Jackson 

Format: manuscript 
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“Eloisa James write with a captivating blend of charm, style, and grace that never fails to leave the   

reader sighing and falling in love. Her style is exquisite, her prose pure magic. Nothing gets me to a 

bookstore faster than a new novel by Eloisa James.” —Julia Quinn, author of Just Like Heaven 

 

The arrogant Duke of Trent intends to marry a well-bred Englishwoman. The last woman he 

would ever consider marrying is the adventurous Merry Pelford—an American heiress who 

has infamously jilted two fiancés.  

 

But after one provocative encounter with the captivating Merry, Trent desires her more than 

any woman he has ever met. He is determined to have her as his wife, no matter what it takes. 

And Trent is a man who always gets what he wants. 

 

The problem is, Merry is already betrothed, and the former runaway bride has vowed to make 

it all the way to the alter. As honor clashes with irresistible passion, Trent realizes the stakes 

are higher than anyone could have imagined. In his battle to save Merry and win her heart, 

one thing becomes clear: 

 

All is fair in love and war.  

 

Eloisa James is the critically acclaimed New York Times bestselling author of twenty-four      

historical romances. After graduating from Harvard University, Eloisa got an M.Phil. from  

Oxford University, a Ph.D. from Yale, and eventually became a Shakespeare professor,       

publishing an academic book with Oxford University Press. Currently she is an associate    

professor and head of the Creative Writing program at Fordham University. Her novels have 

sold in more than twenty foreign countries.  

North America: Avon (January 2016) 

UK: Piatkus 

 

Agent: Kim Witherspoon & David Forrer 

Editor: Carrie Feron 

Format: manuscript (November) 

Eloisa James 

MY AMERICAN DUCHESS 
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Taylor Larsen 

STRANGER, FATHER, BELOVED 

“A mesmerizing, unsparing exploration of one man’s descent, told in subtle, precise language that is 

reminiscent at times of Raymond Carver, Haruki Murakami, and Carson McCullers, but entirely 

Larsen’s own creation; a wonderful debut.” —Karen Russell, author of Swamplandia! 

 

Taylor Larsen’s enigmatic debut novel follows the life and downward spiral of wealthy family 

man Michael James, who has reached a crossroads after a lifetime of repression and denial. His 

mental breakdown converges with his teenage daughter’s sexual awakening and rebellion,  

resulting in an atmosphere of tension and uncertainty in the James home.  

 

When Michael sees his wife, Nancy, chatting with a stranger at a party they’re hosting, he’s 

stunned by the strength of his feeling that he’s watching her with the man she should have 

married. This feeling up-ends Michael’s life, and he begins a campaign to replace himself   

within his own family with this other man—this worthier, better, kinder man—all so his    

faithful wife Nancy, his beautiful teenage daughter Ryan, and his young, asthmatic son Darryl, 

can live the life they deserve.  

 

As Michael pursues this man’s friendship, inserting him into the family dynamic, and Ryan 

distances herself from her family, ashamed of her mother and father and enamored of herself, 

Nancy is increasingly befuddled and frustrated. The family unit devolves into chaos as         

Michael abandons everyone during a Christian retreat, assured of his conviction that everyone 

would be better off without him as he sinks into utter delusion. 

 

With the deviancy of Tom Perrotta’s Little Children and the sensitivity of Lorrie Moore, Larsen 

has written an explosive story about a family on the verge of unraveling. 

 

Taylor Larsen is a graduate of Columbia University’s MFA program in fiction writing. Taylor 

has taught fiction writing at Columbia University and the Sackett Street Writers Workshop, as 

well as literature courses for Pace University. Stranger, Father, Beloved was selected for           

Columbia University’s Faculty selects program for her novel. Originally from Virginia, Taylor 

lives in Brooklyn with her husband.  

North America: Gallery Books (Fall 2016) Agent: Monika Woods 

Editor: Karen Kosztolnyik 

Format: manuscript 
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Jim Lynch 

BEFORE THE WIND 

Praise for Truth Like the Sun: 

 

“A briskly paced novel that gives us an insider’s view into both the politics of culture and the culture of 

politics.” —Kirkus 

 

From the author of Border Songs and Truth Like the Sun, Lynch’s long-awaited  breakthrough—

a grand saga of a sailing-obsessed family that will stand alongside Ken Kesey’s Sometimes a 

Great Nation. 

 

Joshua Johannssen has spent all of his twenty-nine years among sailboats. His grandfather  

designed them, his father built and raced them, his mother knows why and how they work (or 

not). For Josh and his two siblings, their backyard was the Puget Sound and sailing their DNA. 

But both his sister and brother fled many years ago: Ruby to Africa and elsewhere to do good 

works on land, and Bernard to god-knows-where at sea, a fugitive and pirate.  

 

Now pushing thirty, Josh—who repairs boats of all kinds in a Steinbeckian marina south of 

Seattle—is still pained by whatever it was that went wrong with his damn family. But when 

the Johannssens unexpectedly reunite for the most important race in these waters—all of them 

together on a historic vessel they made decades ago—they will be carried to destinies both  

individual and collective, and to a heart-shattering revelation.  

 

Past and present merge seamlessly and collide surprisingly as Jim Lynch reveals a family     

unlike any other with the grace and magic of a master storyteller.  

 

Jim Lynch is the author of three novels, including The Highest Tide, which won the 2006 Pacific 

Northwest Bookseller Award and was an international bestselling novel; and Border Songs, 

which won the Washington State Book Award for Fiction. Lynch is a recipient of the             

Livingston Young Journalist Award, and lives with his wife in Olympia, Washington. 

 

US: Knopf (April 2016)  

Canada: Knopf 

Agent: Kim Witherspoon 

Editor: Gary Fisketjon 

Format: manuscript  
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Ilyse Mimoun 

CHOOSE YOUR OWN LOVE  

STORY 

Face it—love is a crapshoot. Say no to one guy and you might miss out on your soul mate. Say 

yes to another and you might find yourself in the middle of the world’s most awkward    

threesome. This book grants you the ultimate dating fantasy: a do-over! 

 

Choose Your Own Love Story puts you in the driver’s seat and lets you make over 50 choices and 

pick from 20 possible endings. Will you make out with sexy, brooding Zack, the mayor of    

red-flag island? Or will you settle down with Anthony, a gentle plumber with restless leg   

syndrome? If you don’t like where you end up, go back and start again! 

 

How will your story end? Are you ready to find out?  

 

Choose Your Own Love Story has been optioned to Sony Television for a series. 

 

Ilyse Mimoun is a writer and actress who has written for Lewis Black’s Root of All Evil and  

appeared on TV and in films such as Chuck, 90210, Mistresses, Hart of Dixie, and The TV Set. She 

suffered many horrible dates before finding true love. Ilyse lives in Los Angeles.  

North America: Running Press (December 2015)  Agent: Allison Hunter 

Editor: Jordana Tusman 

Format: galley  
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Sam Munson 

THE NOVEMBER CRIMINALS 

North America: Simon & Schuster/Saga Press (October 2015) 

UK: Little, Brown 

ANZ: Hachette 

Brazil: Planeta 

Italy: Sperling 

Japan: Hayakawa 

Poland: Nasza Ksiegarnia 

 

Agent: Stephen Barbara 

Editor: Joe Monti 

Format: book  

“Munson has written one of the funniest, most heartfelt novels in recent memory… about the goodwill 

and decency that sometimes shrouds itself in adolescent vulgarity and swagger.”  

—The Chicago Tribune 

 

A darkly funny, pot-infused novel of teenage maladjustment in the tradition of Beautiful     

Children from a compelling new voice in fiction. 

 

For a high school senior, Addison Schacht has a lot of preoccupations. Like getting into college. 

Selling drugs to his classmates. His complicated relationship with his best friend (not his      

girlfriend) Digger. And he’s just added another to the list: the murder of his classmate Kevin 

Broadus, and his own absurd, obsessive plan to investigate the death. When presented with an 

essay question on his application to the University of Chicago—What are you best and worst 

qualities?—Addison finds himself provoked into giving his final, unapologetic say about all of 

the above and more. 

 

Addison Schacht finds good company among American literature’s cadre of unsettled, restless 

youth, from Huck Finn to Holden Caulfield. The November Criminals takes on the terrain of the 

classic adolescent truth-telling novel and—with nerve and erudition—carves out its own 

unique territory.  

 

Sony Pictures Worldwide bought the film distribution rights, with an anticipated Spring 2016 

release. The film is currently in production with Chloe Grace Moretz and The Fault in Our 

Stars’ Ansel Elgort in the lead roles.  

 

Sam Munson’s writing has appeared in n+1, The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, and 

numerous other publications. He is the author of The War Against the Assholes, published by 

Simon & Schuster in June 2015. He graduated from the University of Chicago, and he lives in 

New York City.  

Russia: AST 

Spain: Oceano 

Taiwan: Sharp Point Press 
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L.J. Oliver 

THE HUMBUG MURDERS 

“Had I known that Fezziwig was dead, I would have been far more alarmed…” 

 

As the December nights grow long and cold in Victorian England, the Christmas geese are 

getting fat—as are the pockets of ambitious young moneylender Ebenezer Scrooge. In his 

Cheapside counting house, warmed by a solitary lump of coal, Ebenezer receives an early-

morning visit from his old mentor, Reginald Fezziwig. Not that strange, except that Fezziwig 

claims to be dead. Murdered, in fact. And his ghost predicts other victims will follow—

including Scrooge himself—unless Ebenezer finds the real culprit. 

 

Aided by an unconventional female clerk named Adelaide Owen, Ebenezer puts his keen 

mind and deductive reasoning to work in this vital venture. And as the two mingle with some 

of the city’s most colorful characters—the Artful Dodger, Fagin, even a wily young reporter 

named Charles Dickens—they discover a lurid world of vice, greed, and deadly appetites.  

 

But the truth is murkier than the Thames at twilight, and one misplaced word, one glance 

askew, and the ever-thrifty Scrooge and his fellow detective will be forced to pay the ultimate 

price... 

 

L.J. Oliver is the pseudonym for a New York Times bestselling writing team brought together 

by their shared passion for British mysteries, Victorian London, and Charles Dickens. They are 

making their collaborative debut with The Humbug Murders, the first in the Ebenezer Scrooge 

mystery series.  

North America: Gallery/S&S (October 2015)  

 

Agent: Charlie Olsen 

Editor: Natasha Simons 

Format: manuscript 
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Don Pollock 

THE HEAVENLY TABLE 

Praise for The Devil All the Time: 

 

“Brutally creative… Pollock knows how to dunk readers into a scene and when to pull them out      

gasping.” —The New York Times Book Review 

 

Cane, Cob, and Chimney Jewett are young Georgia sharecroppers held under the thumb of 

their domineering, God-struck father Pearl. Set free by his unexpected death, the brothers set 

out on horseback to rob, steal, and loot their way to wealth and infamy, inspired by a lurid 

dime novel that only one of them can read. 

 

Their march of excess eventually brings them to Meade, Ohio, a large middle-American town 

grappling to adapt to 20th century modernity, where they expect to fulfill every one of their 

rural dreams deferred.  

 

But the heaven they’ve imagined may in fact be worse than the hell they sought to escape. 

Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid meets Of Mice and Men in Pollock’s most humorous,          

satirical, and accessible novel yet.  

 

Don Pollock grew up in Knockemstiff, Ohio, and quit high school at seventeen to work in a 

meatpacking plant. He then spent thirty-two years employed as a laborer at the Mead Paper 

Corporation in Chillicothe, Ohio before enrolling in the MFA program at Ohio State Universi-

ty. His first book, a collection of stories called Knockemstiff, won the 2009 PEN/Robert Bingham 

Fellowship. His first novel, The Devil All the Time, was published in 2011. 

North America: Doubleday (Summer 2016) 

UK: Harvill Secker 

France: Albin Michel 

Germany: Liebeskind 

 

Agents: Richard Pine & Nat Jacks  

Editor: Gerry Howard 

Format: manuscript  
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Douglas Schofield 

TIME OF DEPARTURE 

“A hard-boiled detective thriller with a dash of fantasy, Time of Departure is a clever read. Daring, 

even.”  —James Renner, author of It Came From Ohio 

 

Florida state prosecutor Claire Talbot is as tough as they come, and not everyone loves her for 

it. Newly promoted Felony Division Chief, Claire has about as many jealous detractors as she 

does supporters. Some colleagues are openly skeptical about her youth, her abilities, and even 

her gender. 

 

When a highway project construction crew unearths two skeletons in a common grave, Claire 

reopens an investigation into a string of abductions that took place before she was born. While 

researching the file, she meets retired cop Marc Hastings, who once worked on the case. He 

maneuvers his way into the investigation—and into Claire’s life. Marc has an uncanny         

familiarity with Claire’s habits, and she begins to realize that not all is as it seems. The          

detective urges Claire on, mysteriously convinced that only she can solve the case. Together, 

they unearth more graves. But then, disaster strikes… and Claire finally discovers what      

Hastings knew all along. It’s a secret almost too shocking for a sane mind to grasp. The key to 

the killings may lie deep in Claire’s own past. But what if Claire’s past lies in her future?  

 

Full of spellbinding twists, Time of Departure will appeal not only to thriller aficionados, but to 

readers who appreciate a strong female lead and a compelling love story. A page-turner that 

will keep readers on the edge of their seats, Time of Departure heralds the arrival of an            

immensely talented new crime novelist.  

 

Douglas Schofield was raised and educated in British Columbia, where he earned degrees in 

History and Law. Over the past three decades, he has worked as a trial lawyer in Canada,    

Bermuda, and the Cayman Islands. Douglas and his wife live on Grand Cayman. 

North America: Minotaur/St. Martins (December 2015) 

 

Agent: Kim Witherspoon & Lena Yarbrough 

Editor: Daniela Rapp 

Format: galley 
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Lionel Shriver 

THE MANDIBLES 

 

Lionel Shriver’s novels include the National Book Award finalist So Much for That, the New 

York Times bestseller The Post-Birthday World, and the international bestseller We Need to Talk 

About Kevin, made into a major motion picture starring Tilda Swinton. Her journalism has ap-

peared in the Guardian and the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, and many other publi-

cations. She lives in London and Brooklyn, New York.   

TK:  

 

Agent: Kim Witherspoon  

Editor:  

Format:  
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Drew Smith 

ARCADE 

Arcade, Drew Smith’s provocative debut novel, is a fearless and darkly funny exploration of 

sex in the modern era—along with all its attendant complications, confusions, and obsessions.  

 

Though there has arguably never been a better time to be a gay man, try telling that to the thir-

ty-something narrator of Arcade. His anxious, religious upbringing in a small town has led him 

to the most archaic and outmoded local for connection with potential partners—a XXX peep-

show arcade on the outskirts of town where closeted men meet for anonymous sex.  

 

The events he witnesses, the men he encounters, and the bizarre setting itself trigger            

contemplative digressions into such subjects as the curse of being a short straight man, the 

frightening overlap between horror movies and his love life, and the false expectations created 

by multiple childhood viewings of Porky’s and The Big Chill. Naturally, his thoughts also turn 

to his own romantic history and heartbreak, as well as pornography, sex, and whether the   

arcade is a frivolous pastime or the most meaningful place in his life—a question he never has 

to face as long as it’s open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  

 

Equal parts anthropological dispatch and fictional memoir, Arcade is filled with details about 

the sleazy and bizarre rituals of the place, filtered through the evolving narrator’s cultural 

viewpoint and perspective on himself and the world around him.  

 

Drew Smith has written for The Believer, Tin House, Paste Magazine, The Millions, and others. He 

lives in Austin. 

North America: Unnamed Press (Spring/Summer 2016) 

 

Agent: Monika Woods 

Editor: Olivia Taylor 

Format: manuscript  
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Stephen Toutonghi 

JOIN 

What if you could live multiple lives simultaneously, have constant, perfect companionship, 

and never die? That’s the promise of Join, a revolutionary technology that allows small groups 

of minds to unite, forming a single consciousness that experiences the world through multiple 

bodies. But as two best friends, Chance and Lucky, living in an alternate version of our own 

near future quickly discover, the light of that miracle may be blinding them to its horrors. 

 

Jolted out of comfortable, professional routines by a brutal encounter with a terrifying stranger 

and a malfunction in the join technology, Chance and Lucky follow a faint trail of clues off the 

grid in their desperate search for a cure. Their journey leads them into the scarred heart of the 

North American continent. There, within the improvised shelter of the “solos” left behind by 

the rush of technology, they encounter the architects of a new kind of human consciousness. 

 

With the planet descending into environmental ruin, their trust of each other becomes their 

only guide through the moral hazards of a society in which individual identity has come      

undone. Along the way, they must confront their own long-buried secrets, and learn how their 

story of injured conscience connects them to the arc of human evolution. 

 

A deftly crafted, kaleidoscopic novel with the pulse of a thriller, Join explores big ideas in the 

current zeitgeist on an intimate, human scale.  

 

Stephen Toutonghi has spent over twenty years in the technology industry in Silicon Valley 

and Seattle, and studied poetry and fiction while completing a degree in Anthropology at   

Stanford. Passionate about the art of storytelling, Stephen has read over 125 books out loud to 

entertain his wife and their gray cat, Steinbeck.  

World English: Soho Press (April 2016) 

 

Agent: David Forrer 

Editor: Mark Doten 

Format: manuscript 
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Hannah Tunnicliffe 

A FRENCH WEDDING 

Praise for Season of Salt and Honey: 

 

“A lovely, charming read with enough salt to make it interesting and enough honey to make it sweet.” 

—Frances Whiting, author of Walking on Trampolines 

 

Max is turning forty. All he wants for his birthday is for his friends to come to France to eat, 

dance, drink, and laugh for one weekend.  

 

And to declare his secret, undying love for his best friend, Helen.  

 

Max’s birthday guest list includes French chef and housekeeper, Juliette; beautiful Helen and 

her disagreeable sister, Soleil; Rosie and pompous husband, Hugo; loveable Lars and Nina 

with their sulky teen, Sophie; and Eddie-who-never-grew-up and his new girlfriend, Beth. 

Each with their own secrets, hopes, and regrets; not least of all the birthday boy himself. 

 

A French Wedding is a novel filled with love, lies, fights, friendships, and feasts, which reads 

like a love triangle between “The Big Chill,” “Chocolat”, and “Les Petits Mouchoirs” and will 

become  your favorite ensemble cast love story. 

 

Hannah Tunnicliffe was born in New Zealand, and is a self-confessed nomad. The author of 

Season of Salt and Honey and The Color of Tea, she has previously lived in Canada, Australia, 

England, and Macau. She currently lives in New Zealand with her husband and their two 

daughters, having happily ditched a career in Human Resources to become an author. She is 

the founder and co-author of the blog Fork and Fiction, which, unsurprisingly, explores her 

twin loves: books and food.  

North America: on submission  

ANZ: Pan Macmillan (May 2016) 

 

Agent: Catherine Drayton 

Editor: Alex Craig 

Format: manuscript 
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Dawn Tripp 

GEORGIA 

“I devoured this dazzling portrait… Dawn Tripp brings Georgia O’Keeffe so fully to life on every page 

and, with great wisdom, examines the very nature of love, longing, femininity, and art.”  

—J. Courtney Sullivan, author of The Engagements 

 

Georgia O’Keeffe, her love affair with photographer Alfred Stieglitz, and her quest to become 

an independent artist come to life in this sensuous and wonderfully written novel, a dazzling 

departure into historical fiction by the acclaimed novelist Dawn Tripp. 

 

In 1916, Georgia O’Keeffe is a young, unknown art teacher when she travels to New York to 

meet Stieglitz, the famed photographer and art dealer, who has discovered O’Keeffe’s work 

and exhibits it in his gallery. Their connection is instantaneous. O’Keeffe is quickly drawn into 

Stieglitz’s sophisticated world, becoming both his mistress and his muse, as their attraction 

deepens into an intense and tempestuous relationship and his photographs of her, both 

clothed and nude, create a sensation.  

 

Yet as her own creative force develops, Georgia begins to push back against what the world is 

saying about her and her art. And soon as he must make difficult choices to live a life she     

believes in. 

 

Dawn Tripp is the winner of the Massachusetts Book Award for fiction. She is the author of 

multiple novels, including The Season of Open Water and Game of Secrets, which was a Boston 

Globe bestseller. Her essays on writing have appeared in The Virginia Quarterly Review, The  

Believer, Psychology Today, and on NPR.  

North America: Random House (March 2016) 

 

Agent: Kim Witherspoon 

Editor: Kate Medina 

Format: galley 
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Ellen Urbani 

LANDFALL 
 

“Urbani has crafted a powerful novel that will resonate in your soul long after you have turned the final 

page. Outstanding!”  

—Garth Stein, author of The Art of Racing in the Rain 

 

Rosebud Howard almost survives the hurricane that destroys her hometown of New Orleans. 

She flees her house and the floodwaters, taking refuge on a rooftop, and eventually leaves the 

city in search of help for her family. But her trek ends when she’s hit and killed alongside a 

highway by a car laden with supplies for hurricane victims. 

 

Passenger Rose Aikens, orphaned by the crash, climbs away from the wreck after lacing the 

dead girl’s sneakers onto her own bare feet. When she discovers that they share not only shoes 

but a name and a birth year, Rose embarks upon a guilt-assuaging odyssey of apology to     

retrace Rosebud’s last steps and locate her remaining family. The stories and destinies of these 

two teenagers—one black, one white—converge in Landfall, giving voice to the dead and 

demonstrating how strangers, with perseverance and forgiveness, can unite to reconstruct 

each other’s shattered family histories. 

 

Landfall is a riveting novel, weaving together the unforgettable stories of these two girls and 

their deeply loving but ever imperfect mothers.  

 

Ellen Urbani is the author of the memoir When I Was Elena, a Book Sense Notable selection 

documenting her life in Guatemala during the final years of that country’s civil war. Her    

writing has appeared in The New York Times and numerous anthologies. She has served as a 

federal disaster and trauma specialist and lectured widely on the topic, and has also taught 

writing in Portland.  

North America: Forest Avenue Press (August 2015) 

France: Gallmeister  
Agent: Richard Pine 

Editor: Laura Stanfill 

Format: book 
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Diane Williams 

FINE, FINE, FINE, FINE, FINE 

“Diane Williams is one of the true living heroes of the… avant-garde. Her fiction makes very familiar 

things very, very weird.” —Jonathan Franzen, author of Purity 

 

The very short stories of Diane Williams have been aptly called “folk tales that hammer like a 

nail gun,” and these 39  new ones are sharper than ever. They are unsettling, yes, frequently 

revelatory, and more often than not downright funny—even though within these covers a 

mother dies, an illicit love affair is revealed, a ghost pays a visit, and police are called to the 

scene. 

 

Not a single moment here is what you might expect. While there is immense pleasure to be 

found in Williams’s spot-on observations about how we behave in our highest and lowest   

moments, the heart of the drama beats in the language of short fiction’s grand master, whose 

originality, precision, and power bring the familiar into startling and enchanting relief.  

 

Diane Williams is the author of eight books, including a collection of her selected stories. She 

is also the founder and editor of the literary annual NOON, the archive of which, as well as 

Williams’s personal literary archive, was acquired in 2014 by the Lilly Library. She lives in 

New York City.  

World English: McSweeney’s (January 2016) Agent: Alexis Hurley 

Editor: Andi Winette 

Format: manuscript 



 

 

Non-Fiction 
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Paul Brinkley-Rogers 

PLEASE ENJOY YOUR  

HAPPINESS 
A Memoir 

Once in a long while, stories reach us that are not only deserving but extraordinary. Such is the 

case with a memoir by Paul Brinkley-Rogers, a Pulitzer-Prize winning journalist and veteran 

war correspondent. Please Enjoy Your Happiness is an astonishing romantic memoir based on 

the author’s love affair with a remarkable older Japanese woman when he was 19. 

 

In 1959, Brinkley-Rogers was a naive immigrant kid from England serving as a seaman on a 

ship of war. Kaji Yukiko was a sophisticated, highly intellectual Japanese woman, then 31, who 

was on the run from her vicious boyfriend, a member of Japan’s brutal crime syndicate, the 

yakuza.  

 

Yukiko was in hiding when Paul met her. She had been used as a prostitute in Hiroshima by 

the yakuza. In Yokosuka, she created a refuge for herself in art, literature, and music and, for 

that one summer, decided to be his guide as he journeyed from adolescence into manhood. 

Desperate for a pure love that she had never been able to experience in the aftermath of a  

global war, she took Rogers under her wing, sharing their love of poetry, cinema, and music 

and many an afternoon at The Mozart Café. Brinkley-Rogers, now in his seventies, re-reads 

Yukiko’s letters and finally recognizes her as the love of his life, receiving at last the gifts she 

tried to bestow on him. Reaching across time and continents, Brinkley-Rogers shows us how to 

reclaim a lost love, inviting us all to celebrate those loves of our lives that never do end. 

 

Paul Brinkley-Rogers was a British citizen when he enlisted for four years in the US Navy. 

Later, he became a reporter for the daily military newspaper published in Tokyo. In 1967,  

Brinkley-Rogers became a staff member of Newsweek. He was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize in 

1974 for his photos of an assassination attempt on Korean President Park Chung Hee. He     

covered Cuba and Latin America as a staff member of the Miami Herald from 1997 to 2001 and 

was a member of the newspaper’s team of reporters that won a Pulitzer Prize in 2001. 

North America: on submission 

UK: Bluebird/Macmillan (January 2016) 

Agent: Michael Carlisle 

Editor: Carole Tonkinson (UK) 

Format: manuscript 
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Cindy Crawford 

BECOMING 
 

World English: Rizzoli New York (September 2015) Agent: Kim Witherspoon 

Editor: Charles Meiers 

Format: book 

International supermodel Cindy Crawford chronicles her life and career, sharing stories and 

lessons learned, and featuring her most memorable images. 

 

Cindy Crawford was the cornerstone of the golden age of the supermodel in the 1990s. She 

blazed a trail during that decade, seamlessly moving between the runway to unconventional 

outlets, such as cutting-edge MTV, Super Bowl commercials, and even Playboy magazine. 

 

On the eve of her fiftieth birthday, Crawford looks back, photo shoot by photo shoot, on a   

remarkable career and various life lessons she absorbed. She discusses her earliest modeling 

years and learning how to become less self-conscious in front of a camera; trusting her own 

instincts about creating positive messages about a healthy and strong body image that she 

knew would reach women of all ages; her feelings about becoming a wife and a mother; and 

her thoughts about turning fifty and what she would tell her younger self if she had the 

chance. 

 

The photographs span her entire career, beginning from the mid 1980s, and feature                

unpublished images from Crawford’s personal archive in addition to images by every top 

name in fashion photography, including Annie Leibovitz, Herb Ritts, Patrick Demarchelier, 

and Richard Avedon, among others. A beautifully illustrated series of stories, Becoming is a 

smart and engaging book that sheds light into the life and work of an extraordinary woman.  

 

Cindy Crawford is known to the world as one of the original supermodels who defined that 

pivotal moment when fashion models became stars in their own right. Crawford used her 

fame as a springboard to launch a career that has spanned over two decades and resulted in an 

exceedingly successful and trusted brand representing beauty, fashion, fitness and home.   

Cindy lives in Malibu with her husband, Rande Gerber, and their children, Presley and Kaia. 
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Janine di Giovanni 

THE MORNING THEY CAME 

FOR US 
Dispatches from Syria 

 

Praise for Madness Visible: 

 

“Janine di Giovanni has described war in a way that almost makes me think it never needs to be         

described again… More than a book about war, however, this is a book about the human race, in all its 

anguishing complexity.” —Sebastian Junger, author of War 

 

Once in a decade comes an account of war that promises to be a classic… 

 

Doing for Syria what Imperial Life in the Emerald City did for the war in Iraq, The Morning They 

Came for Us bears witness to one of the most brutal, internecine conflicts in recent history. 

Drawing from years of experience covering Syria for Vanity Fair, Newsweek, and the front pages 

of the New York Times, award-winning journalist Janine di Giovanni gives us a tour de force of 

war reportage, all told through the perspective of ordinary people—among them a doctor, a 

nun, a musician, and a student. 

 

What emerges is an extraordinary picture of the devastating human consequences of armed 

conflict, one that charts an apocalyptic but at times tender story of life in a jihadist war zone. 

Recalling celebrated works by Ryszard Kapus´cin´ski, Philip Gourevitch, and Anne               

Applebaum, The Morning They Came for Us, through its unflinching account of a nation on the 

brink of disintegration, becomes an unforgettable testament to resilience in the face of nihilistic 

human debasement.  

 

Janine di Giovanni is a writer for The Times of London and Vanity Fair, a contributor to the 

New York Times Magazine, The New Republic, The Spectator, National Geographic, and many      

others. She also writes columns and Op-Ed pieces for the Wall Street Journal and the               

International Herald Tribune. She frequently  lectures on human rights abuse around the world. 

One of the world’s most respected and experienced reporters, she has vast experience covering 

war and conflict. Her reporting has been called “established, accomplished brilliance,” and she 

has been cited as “the finest foreign correspondent of our generation.”  

North America: Liveright (May 2016) 

UK: Bloomsbury (August 2015) 

Agent: Kim Witherspoon & David Forrer 

Editor: Phil Marino 

Format: manuscript  
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Kim Dinan 

THE YELLOW ENVELOPE 
A Memoir 

 

The Yellow Envelope is an inspirational travel memoir about the international currency of giving 

and its central place in a life fully lived. 

 

Plagued by anxiety and panic attacks in her late 20’s, Kim decided to hit the reset button on her 

life in a big way. She quit her stable 9-5 job, sold her house and all of her possessions, and   

convinced her skeptical husband to set out on a trip around the world. 

 

On the eve of their departure, Kim and her husband are given a gift that will shape their      

adventures. At their going away dinner, her former boss and mentor presents her with a   

beautiful yellow envelope tied with an elaborate yellow bow. Inside, she finds a check and  

instructions to give the money away around the world. There are three simple rules: 

 

1) Don’t overthink it 

2) Share your experiences 

3) Don’t feel pressured to give it all away 

 

On a two-year journey to Ecuador, Peru, India, Nepal, Indonesia, Vietnam, and the United 

States, Kim challenges herself in unimaginable ways, pushes her marriage to the brink, and 

meets a world full of characters that shows her extraordinary kindness. And as she makes her 

way around the world distributing the gift to those she encounters, she learns that, ultimately, 

money does not have a thing to do with our capacity to give. 

 

Kim Dinan writes on her own website So-Many-Places.com, which has been featured on 

Buzzfeed and USA TODAY. Her writing has been featured in Backpacker Magazine, Northwest 

Travel Magazine, and Parks & Recreation Magazine among others.  

North America: Sourcebooks, Inc. (March 2017) Agent: William Callahan 

Editor: Shana Drehs 

Format: proposal  
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Frances Dinkelspiel 

TANGLED VINES 
Greed, Murder, Obsession and an Arsonist in the  

Vineyards of California 

World English: St. Martin’s Press (October 2015) Agent: Michael Carlisle  

Editor: Michael Flamini 

Format: book  

  

“The author’s gripping descriptions of the fire and its aftermath, her unflinching narrative, and her vast 

knowledge of the subject matter make this a page-turner for both wine aficionados and casual tasters.” 

—Publishers Weekly 

 

On October 12, 2005, a massive fire broke out in the Wines Central wine warehouse in Valljo, 

California. Within hours, the flames had destroyed 4.5 million bottles of California’s finest 

wine worth more than $250 million, making it the largest destruction of wine in history.  

 

The fire had been deliberately set by a passionate oenophile named Mark Anderson, a skilled 

con man and thief with storage space at the warehouse who needed to cover his tracks.        

Anderson annihilated entire California vineyard libraries as well as bottles of some of the most 

sought-after wines in the world. Among the priceless bottles destroyed were 175 bottles of Port 

and Angelica from one of the oldest vineyards in California made by Frances Dinkelspiel’s 

great-great grandfather, Isaias Hellman, in 1875. 

 

Sadly, Mark Anderson was not the first to harm the industry. The history of the California 

wine trade, dating back to the 19th Century, is a story of vineyards with dark and bloody 

pasts, tales of rich men, strangling monopolies, the brutal enslavement of vineyard workers 

and murder.  

 

In her new book, Frances Dinkelspiel looks beneath the casually elegant veneer of California’s 

wine regions to find the obsession, greed, and violence lying in wait. Few people sipping a fine 

California Cabernet can even guess at the Tangled Vines where its life began... 

 

Frances Dinkelspiel is the author of Towers of Gold: How One Jewish Immigrant Named Isaias 

Hellman Created California. A graduate of Stanford University and Columbia University      

Graduate School of Journalism, Frances spent more than 20 years in the newspaper business, 

working as a reporter. Towers of Gold was a San Francisco Chronicle bestseller and was named 

one of the best books of 2008 by the Chronicle and the Northern California Independent 

Booksellers Association. It was also a finalist for the Northern California Book Award. Frances 

and her husband live in Berkley, California and have two adult daughters.  
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Robin Dreeke 

THE CODE OF TRUST 

Authentic trust is elusive and rare, but when properly understood, it can open nearly any door 

in life and can serve as a foundation for the longest-lasting leadership. It’s also a topic         

strikingly absent from trade book publishing. But Robin Dreeke’s The Code of Trust (with a 

foreword by New York Times bestselling author Joe Navarro) will now reveal the secrets of 

achieving trust in any domain of life, drawing from Dreeke’s training and service as a federal 

law enforcement officer and an officer of the US Marine Corps. 

 

Eschewing manipulation and trickery, Dreeke provides a five-point system of principles by 

which to achieve authentic trust: (1) ego suspension, (2) non-judgmentalism, (3) application of 

reason, (4) validation of others, and (5) generosity.  

 

He will also provide case examples and evidence from inside and outside law enforcement to 

back it all up. 

 

Robin Dreeke entered federal law enforcement in 1997, after graduating from the US Naval 

Academy and serving in the US Marine Corps. He received advanced training and operational 

experience in social psychology and in the practical application of the science of relationship 

development. Eventually he rose to direct the behavioral analysis program in a federal law  

enforcement agency. Dreeke is currently an agent of the FBI and lives in Fredericksburg,      

Virginia. 

North America: St. Martin’s Press (March 2017) Agent: Nat Jacks  

Editor: Marc Resnick 

Format: proposal  
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Angela Duckworth 

GRIT 
The Power of Passion and Perseverance  

 

Why do some people succeed and others fail? Sharing new insights from her landmark        

research on grit, MacArthur “genius” and TED talk star Angela Duckworth explains why    

talent is hardly a guarantor of success. Rather, other factors can be even more crucial, such as 

identifying our passions and following through on our commitments.  

 

Drawing on her own powerful story as the daughter of a scientist who frequently bemoaned 

her lack of smarts, Duckworth describes her winding path through teaching, business consult-

ing, and neuroscience, which led to the hypothesis that what really drives success is not 

“genius” but a special blend of passion and long-term perseverance. As a professor at the   

University of Pennsylvania, Duckworth created her own “character lab” and set out to test her 

theory. 

 

Here, she takes readers into the field to visit teachers working in some of the toughest schools, 

cadets struggling through their first days at West Point, and young finalists in the National 

Spelling Bee. She also mines fascinating insights from history and shows what can be gleaned 

from modern experiments in peak performance. Finally, she shares what she’s learned from 

interviewing dozens of high-achievers—from JP Morgan CEO Jamie Dimon to the cartoon   

editor of The New Yorker to Seattle Seahawks Coach Pete Carroll. Winningly personal,           

insightful, and even life-changing, Grit is a book about what goes through your head when 

you fall down, and how that—not talent or luck—makes all the difference.  

 

Angela Duckworth, Ph.D., is a 2013 MacArthur Fellow and professor psychology at the      

University of Pennsylvania. An expert in non-I.Q. competencies, she has advised the White 

House, the World Bank, NBA and NFL teams, and Fortune 500 CEOs. Prior to her career in 

research, she was an award-winning math and science teacher as well as the founder of a   

summer school for low-income children that won the Better Government Award from the state 

of Massachusetts. She completed her BA in neurobiology at Harvard, her MSc in neuroscience 

at Oxford, and her Ph.D. in psychology at the University of Pennsylvania. Her TED Talk on 

grit has over 7 million views. 

US: Scribner (May 2016) 

UK: Ebury  

Arabic: Arab Scientific 

Brazil: Intrinseca 

Canada: HarperCollins 

China: CITIC  

Denmark: Gyldendal 

Germany: C. Bertelsmann 

 

Agent: Richard Pine 

Editor: Rick Horgan 

Format: manuscript (November) 

Holland: Bruna 

Japan: Diamond Sha Ltd. 

Korea: Business Books and Co.  

Portugal: Vogais 

Spain: Urano 

Sweden: Natur och Kultur 

Taiwan: Commonwealth 

Thailand: WeLearn Co. 



40 

William Egginton 

THE MAN WHO INVENTED 

FICTION 
Cervantes & the Modern World  

 

Praise for The Theater of Truth:  

 

“An ambitious synthesis of intellectual traditions in the service of a grand vision.”  

—Modern Language Quarterly  

 

In the early seventeenth century, a crippled, graying, almost toothless veteran of Spain’s wars 

against the Ottoman Empire published a book. It was the story of a poor nobleman, his brain 

addled from reading too many books of chivalry, who deludes himself that he is a knight    

errant and sets off on hilarious adventures. That book, Don Quixote, went on to sell more     

copies than any other book besides the Bible, making its author, Miguel de Cervantes, the    

single most read  author in human history. Cervantes did more than just publish a bestseller, 

though. He        invented a way of writing. This book is about how Cervantes came to create 

what we now call fiction, and how fiction changed the world. 

 

The Man Who Invented Fiction explore Cervantes’ life and the world he lived in, showing how 

his influences converged in his work, and how his work—especially Don Quixote—radically 

changed the nature of literature and created a new way of viewing the world. Finally, it       

explains how that worldview went on to infiltrate art, politics, and science, and how the world 

today would be unthinkable without it. 

 

Four hundred years after Cervantes’ death, William Egginton has brought thrilling new   

meaning to an immortal novel.  

 

William Egginton is the Andrew W. Mellon Professor in the Humanities and Professor of  

German and Romance Languages and Literatures at the Johns Hopkins University. His highly 

praised academic books include How the World Became a Stage, The Theater of Truth, and The  

Philosopher’s Desire, and he has coedited several other volumes. He has written for the New 

York Times’ online forum, The Stone, and regularly for Stanford University’s Arcade. Egginton 

lives in Baltimore and Vienna with his family. 

North America: Bloomsbury (February 2016) 

UK: Bloomsbury 

 

Agent: Michael Carlisle & Lauren Smythe 

Editor: Anton Mueller 

Format: galley  
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The M.F.K. Fisher Estate 

 

“[M.F.K. Fisher] has the extraordinary ability to make the ordinary seem rich and wonderful.  Her    

dignity comes from her absolute insistence on appreciating life as it comes to her.”     

—Ruth Reichl, author of Tender at the Bone 

 

Probably the most satisfying soup in the world for people who are hungry, as well as for those who 

are tired or worried or cross or in debt or in a moderate amount of pain or in love or in robust health 

or in any kind of business huggermuggery, is minestrone. . . . It is a thick unsophisticated soup, 

heart-warming and soul-staying, full of aromatic vegetables and well bound at the last with good 

cheese. 

—excerpt from How to Cook a Wolf 

 

M.F.K. Fisher (1908 – 1992) was a preeminent food writer and the author of twenty-seven 

books, including a translation of The Physiology of Taste by Brillat-Savarin.  Her musings and 

memories on food, love and life have been published widely around the world and have 

served as inspiration for generations of food writers (and enthusiasts) that followed.  Her first 

book, Serve it Forth, was published in 1937, and one of her best known is the compilation The 

Art of Eating, first published in 1954 and reissued in 2004, which was called by Julia Child "the 

essence of M.F.K. Fisher, whose wit and fulsome opinions on food and those who produce it, comment 

upon it, and consume it are as apt today as they were several decades ago, when she composed them.”  

The Art of Eating brought together classic M.F.K. Fisher titles such as: Consider the Oyster, How 

to Cook a Wolf,  and The Gastronomical Me.  

Recent sales: 

Korea: Geulhangari Publishers 

Italy: R.C.S. Libri 

Spain: Debate 

Agent: Michael Carlisle 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brillat-Savarin
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Marcelo Gleiser 

THE SIMPLE BEAUTY OF 

THE UNEXPECTED 
A Natural Philosopher’s Quest for Trout and the 

Meaning of Everything 

 

Praise for The Island of Knowledge: 

 

“Marcelo Gleiser brings a physicist’s knowledge, a philosopher’s wisdom, and a poet’s language to    

elucidate our largest questions.” —Rebecca Goldstein, author of Plato at the Googleplex 

 

Marcelo Gleiser has had a passion for science and fishing since he was a boy growing up on 

the beaches of Rio de Janeiro. Now a world famous theoretical physicist, with hundreds of  

scientific articles and several books of popular science to his credit, he felt it was time to      

connect with nature in less theoretical ways. 

 

After seeing a fly-fishing class on the Dartmouth College green one day, he decided to learn to 

fly-fish, a hobby, he says, “that teaches humility.” In The Simple Beauty of the Unexpected, he 

travels the world to scientific conferences, fishing wherever he goes. Along the way, he       

ponders the myriad ways that physics informs the act of fishing and how, in its turn, fishing 

works as a lens into nature’s inner workings; how science engages with questions of meaning 

and spirituality, inspiring a sense of mystery and awe of the not-yet-known. 

 

Personal and engaging, The Simple Beauty of the Unexpected is a scientist’s tribute to nature, a 

manifesto of humanity’s deep connection with and debt to Earth, as it explores the meaning of 

existence, from atom to trout to cosmos.  

 

Marcelo Gleiser is the Appleton Professor of Natural Philosophy, and Professor of Physics 

and Astronomy at Dartmouth College. He is a Fellow of the American Physical Society and a 

recipient of the Presidential Faculty Fellows Award from the White House and NSF. He is the 

author of several books of popular science, including A Tear at the Edge of Creation, The Dancing 

Universe, and The Island of Knowledge.  

World English: University Press of New England (June 2016) 

Brazil: Record 

Agent: Michael Carlisle  

Editor: Stephen Hull 

Format: manuscript 
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Matt Goulding &  

Nathan Thornburgh 

RICE, NOODLE, FISH 
Deep Travels Through Japan’s Food Culture 

“The world needs Roads & Kingdoms. It needs this book.” —Anthony Bourdain 

 

Part travel guide, part cultural celebration, Rice, Noodle, Fish invites readers to explore an entire 

country through the lens of food. In this eclectic journey through Japan, Matt Goulding, a       

co-creator of the enormously popular Eat This Not That! series, navigates the intersection      

between food, history, and culture, sharing the colors, textures, tastes, and cultural DNA that 

this extraordinary cuisine has to offer. 

 

Written in the same evocative voice that reverberates through their popular Roads &         

Kingdoms website, Rice, Noodle, Fish explores Japan’s most intriguing culinary disciplines in 

seven key regions, from the traditional kaiseki of Kyoto and sushi masters of Tokyo, to the 

street food of Osaka and the ramen culture of Fukuoka. You won’t find hotel recommenda-

tions or bus schedules; you will find a brilliant narrative that considers the cultural and         

culinary flavors of each region and the stories behind the people who prepare it. 

 

This is not your mother’s Fodor’s. Rice, Noodle, Fish is a rare breed of inspiration and             

information, perfect for the intrepid and armchair traveler alike. A must-have exploration of 

the world’s deepest and most misunderstood food culture, the end result is an exquisitely          

immersive culinary journey through this captivating country.  

 

Matt Goulding is the chief editor and publisher of Roads & Kingdoms, the former food editor 

of Men’s Health, and the co-author of the New York Times bestselling series Eat This, Not That. 

He is a James Beard Award winner and has also written for Harper’s, the Wall Street Journal, 

New York Times, Food & Wine, and Time magazine.  

 

Nathan Thornburgh is a chief editor and publisher of Roads & Kingdoms, and has spent 

much of the last decade working at Time magazine as a foreign correspondent and editor. He 

speaks four languages and can point at pictures of food on menus written in many others.  

North America: Harper Wave (October 2015) 

UK: Hardie Grant Books 

Korea: Sosobooks 

Agent: Kim Witherspoon  

Editor: Karen Rinaldi 

Format: galley 
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Adam Grant 

ORIGINALS 
How Non-Conformists Move the World 

North America: Viking (February 2016) 

China: Hangzhou Blue Lion Cultural 

Germany: Droemer 

Japan: Mikasa Shobo 

Israel: Kinneret 

Korea: Korea Economic Daily 

Portugal: Vogais 

Agent: Richard Pine 

Editor: Rick Kot 

Format: galley  

“An insightful, wonderfully new take on the world from one of my favorite thinkers.” 

—Malcolm Gladwell 

 

The New York Times bestselling author of Give & Take examines how people can champion new 

ideas—and how leaders can encourage originality in their organizations. 

 

With Give & Take, Adam Grant not only introduced a landmark new paradigm for success, but 

also established himself as one of his generation’s most compelling and provocative thought 

leaders. In Originals, he again addresses the challenge of improving the world, but now from 

the perspective of becoming original: choosing to champion novel ideas and values that go 

against the grain, battle conformity, and buck outdated traditions. How can we originate new 

ideas, policies, and practices without risking it all? 

 

Using surprising studies and stories spanning business, politics, sports, and entertainment, 

Grant explores how to recognize a good idea, speak up without getting silenced, build a       

coalition of allies, choose the right time to act, and manage fear and doubt; how parents and 

teachers can nurture originality in children; and how leaders can fight groupthink to build  

cultures that welcome dissent. Learn from an entrepreneur who pitches his start-ups by    

highlighting the reasons not to invest, a woman at Apple who challenged Steve Jobs from 

three levels below, an analyst who overturned the rule of secrecy at the CIA, a billionaire     

financial wizard who fires employees for failing to criticize him, and a TV executive who     

didn’t even work in comedy, but saved Seinfeld from the cutting-room floor. The payoff is a set 

of groundbreaking insights about rejecting conformity and improving the status quo. 

 

Adam Grant is Wharton’s youngest full professor and top-rated teacher, and is the author of 

Give & Take, a New York Times and Wall Street Journal bestselling book that has been translated 

into more than two dozen languages, and one of Fortune’s five must-read business books.    

Malcolm Gladwell recently identified Adam as one of this favorite social science writers,     

calling his work “brilliant.” Adam received his Ph.D. and M.S. from the University of        

Michigan in organizational psychology, and his B.A. from Harvard University. 

Romania: SC Publica Com SRL 

Russia: Corpus 

Taiwan: Crown Culture 

Thailand: WeLearn Co. 

Ukraine: Polyteco Publishing  
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Michael Greger 

HOW NOT TO DIE 
Discover the Foods Scientifically Proven to  

Prevent and Reverse Disease 

“Michael Greger, M.D. scours the world’s scholarly literature on nutrition for the  most interesting, 

groundbreaking, and practical new research… How Not to Die features the latest science on nutrition 

and health to show how to treat and prevent disease.” —Joel Fuhrman, author of Eat to Live 

 

The vast majority of premature deaths can be prevented through simple changes in diet and 

lifestyle. In How Not to Die, Dr. Michael Greger, the internationally-renowned nutrition expert, 

physician, and founder of NutritionFacts.org, examines the fifteen top causes of premature 

death—heart disease, various cancers, diabetes, Parkinson’s, high blood pressure, and more—

and explains how nutritional and lifestyle interventions can sometimes trump prescription 

pills and other pharmaceutical and surgical approaches, freeing us to live healthier lives. 

 

The simple truth is that most doctors are good at treating acute illnesses but bad at preventing 

chronic disease. By following Dr. Greger’s advice, all of it backed up by strong scientific       

evidence, readers will learn which foods to eat and which lifestyle changes to make to live 

longer. 

 

History of prostate cancer in the family? Put down that glass of milk and add flaxseed to your 

diet whenever you can. Have high blood pressure? Hibiscus tea can work better than a leading 

hypertensive drug—and without the side effects. Worried about heart disease? Switch to a 

whole-food, plant-based diet, which has been repeatedly shown not just to prevent the disease 

but often stop it in its tracks. 

 

Full of practical, actionable advice and surprising, cutting-edge nutritional science, these     

doctor’s orders are just what we need to live longer, healthier lives.   

 

Michael Greger, M.D., is a physician, author, and internationally recognized professional 

speaker on nutrition, food, safety, and public health issues. He runs the popular website       

NutritionFacts.org, a nonprofit, science-based public service site providing free daily updates 

on the latest in nutrition research. Dr. Greger serves as the Director of Public Health and      

Animal Agriculture at the Humane Society of the United States. 

North America: Flatiron Books (December 2015)  

UK: Macmillan 

Czech Republic: Noxi 

Denmark: Borgens 

France: Belfond 

Poland: Czarna Owca 

Portugal: Lua de Papel/Leya 

 

Agent: Richard Pine 

Editor: Whitney Frick 

Format: galley  
Slovakia: Priroda 

Spain: Planeta 
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Rashid I. Khalidi 

STRANGERS IN OUR OWN LAND 
The Long War on the Palestinians 

Strangers in Our Own Land will recount the  modern history of Palestine from the point of view 

of the best known and most respected American historian of the modern Middle East. In stark 

contrast to the way in which their history is usually depicted, this book will argue that the   

period since the Balfour Declaration of 1917 has witnessed what amounts to a hundred years 

of war against the Palestinians. It focuses on the unique nature of this war—how it has been 

sanctioned by the great powers, but mainly waged by others. It will also highlight the          

Palestinians’ continuing resistance, against heavy odds, to what amounts to one of the last   

ongoing attempts at colonial subjugation in the modern world. It is thus not a chronicle of the 

victimization of the Palestinians, nor will it whitewash the mistakes of the leaders.  

 

The author will draw on primary sources and on the records left by men and women from all 

levels of Palestinian society, as well as materials from members of the Khalidi family, whose 

roots in Jerusalem go back many centuries, thus giving his own perspective on the history after 

four decades of researching, writing, and teaching on the topic. 

 

The author of seven previous books, Rashid I. Khalidi is Edward Said Professor of Arab   

Studies and Chair of the History Department at Columbia University, New York. He is the  

editor of the Journal of Palestine Studies and a member of the American Academy of Arts and 

Sciences. 

North America: Metropolitan Books (2018) Agent: George Lucas 

Editor: Riva Hocherman 

Format: proposal 
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Zach Klein & Beaver Brook 

CABIN PORN 
Inspiration for Your Quiet Place Somewhere 

“Why can’t all these people stop looking at cabins? What is the allure? Put simply, Cabin Porn is     

visual stimulation of the urge for a simpler life in beautiful surroundings.” —The Atlantic 

 

Rural escape for those yearning for a simpler existence, by the creators of the wildly popular 

Tumblr Cabin Porn. 

 

Created by a group of friends who preserve 55 acres of hidden forest in Upstate New York, 

Cabin Porn began as a scrapbook to collect inspiration for their building projects. As the        

collection grew, the site attracted a following, which is now a huge and obsessive audience. 

 

The site features photos of the most remarkable handmade homes all over the world. It has 

had over 10 million unique visitors, with over 350,000 followers on Tumblr. Now, Zach Klein, 

the creator of the site, goes further into its most alluring images and new getaways, including 

more interior photography and details for setting up one’s own quiet place. 

 

With their idyllic settings, unique architecture and cozy interiors, the Cabin Porn photographs 

are an invitation to slow down, take a deep breath, and feel the beauty and serenity that nature 

and simple construction can create.  

 

Zach Klein is an entrepreneur who co-founded and designed Vimeo—one of the largest    

websites in the world with more than 20 million users. He is the CEO of DIY, a service to help 

kids learn any skill. He lives in San Francisco, and regularly travels to Beaver Brook. Steven 

Leckart is a correspondent with Wired Magazine and a National Magazine Award finalist. 

Photographer Noah Kalina’s editorial work has been featured in New York Magazine, Esquire, 

and Food & Wine. 

World English: Little, Brown (September 2015)  Agent: Richard Pine 

Editor: Garrett McGrath 

Format: book  



48 

Lee Kravetz 

STRANGE CONTAGIONS 

Praise for Supersurvivors: 

 

“This is a blockbuster that every leader, parent, doctor, teacher, student, coach, and caregiver needs to 

read. I can’t remember the last time I was so fascinated and moved by a book—let alone one grounded in 

science.” —Adam Grant, author of Give & Take 

 

Strange Contagions sets out to redefine the human experience with an unusual proposition: 

Thoughts, feelings, and actions are as contagious as viruses. Even those that are most intimate 

to each of us, and those that seem most central to our identities, are those we have likely 

caught from others. Understanding strange contagions and the many things they covertly 

affect in our lives, from our memories to our moods, allows each of us to more actively choose 

and control who we are and who we will become. 

 

Seeking out unexpected examples of social contagions—both contemporary and historical— 

that are as astonishing as they are unpredictably commonplace, this book explains the          

surprising reason why eating disorders exploded after the late 1960s, and how people can 

“catch” weight loss. It shows us that our goals and desires might not be our own but belong 

instead to someone we hardly know or possibly never met; and how unconscious mechanisms 

can cause a single crime to become a crime spree. Strange Contagions sets out to challenge what 

we think of as free will.  

 

With radical implications for business, education, medicine, and psychology, it                          

re-conceptualizes our lives as the products of hidden systems that influence and connect us all, 

and proposes that we can use this knowledge to become more ourselves.  

 

Lee Kravetz is an author and journalist with a Masters degree in psychology. A graduate of the 

University of Missouri-Columbia School of Journalism, Lee has written for print and             

television, including The New York Times, Psychology Today, The San Francisco Chronicle, and  The 

Huffington Post, as well as for PBS. Supersurvivors was his first book. He lives in the San      

Francisco Bay Area.  

North America: HarperWave (Summer 2017) Agent: Richard Pine 

Editors: Karen Rinaldi 

Format: proposal 
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David Kwong 

THE SEVEN PRINCPLES 

OF ILLUSION 
Master the Arts of Power and Influence 

People do what David Kwong tells them to do. They look where he wants them to look, see 

what he wants them to see, believe what he wants them to believe, remember what he wants 

them to remember. And, they applaud him for his efforts. They don’t resent him. They pay 

him and thank him. 

 

Magic doesn’t exist. But David is proof that something very much like it does. 

 

As a professional magician and illusionist, he has spent his life studying an art form that goes 

back thousands of years. It’s present in every slight of hand, every trick, and every puzzle. It’s 

what allows people like him to astound thousands of hyper-rational and successful people, 

even as they try to convince themselves that what they’re seeing has an explanation. 

 

It’s not magic they’re experiencing; it’s control. 

 

David is both a master of the art of illusion and a scholar of the history of his craft. He has   

discovered seven fundamental rules underlying all illusions that anyone can implement in 

their life to obtain greater mystery. He illustrates these principles both with examples from his 

own work as well as their successful application in the worlds of business and creativity. 

 

The Seven Principles of Illusion is a book that will help you get things done. These principles are 

for creators and leaders, both established and aspiring. With the force of The 48 Laws of Power 

and the finesse of Creativity, Inc., this will be a bestselling and audience-bridging book.  

 

David Kwong’s work has been featured in The New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, the Los 

Angeles Times, New York, Buzzfeed, Wired, and Fast Company among many others. He gave a 

TED talk on verbal magic and crossword puzzles. He studied the history of magic at Harvard 

and worked in the study department at DreamWorks Animation.  

North America: Harper Business (Summer 2017) 

UK: Virgin 

Agent: Richard Pine 

Editors: Hollis Heimbouch 

Format: proposal 
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David Ludwig 

ALWAYS HUNGRY? 
Conquer Cravings, Retrain Your Fat Cells,  

& Lose Weight Permanently  

North America: Grand Central (January 2016) 

UK: Orion 

Brazil: Zahar 

Germany: Mosaik 

Poland: Znak 

 

Agent: Richard Pine 

Editor: Sarah Pelz 

Format: manuscript  

“Always Hungry? will cause a much needed seismic shift in the way we think about weight loss.    

Prepare to change your health for the better.” 

—Andrew Weil, M.D., author of 8 Weeks to Optimum Health 

 

The science of nutrition has, in a sense, been stuck in the Dark Ages. We’ve discovered new 

hormones that dramatically affect body weight. We’ve developed sophisticated psychological 

theories about eating behavior. Machines can now measure calories entering and leaving the 

body with precision. Yet, we struggle to explain the ongoing obesity epidemic and suffer   

enormously from diet-related diseases. 

 

Out of this uncertainty has emerged a dizzying array of diets: low fat, low carb, high protein, 

no sugar, gluten-free, paleo, raw… each extolled by its disciples with near religious fervor.  

Unfortunately, weak research all too often contributes to the confusion. The current “eat less, 

move more” approach to weight loss hasn’t worked. It’s time for a new tack. 

 

Groundbreaking new research shows that calorie counting does not work for weight loss and 

keeping excess weight off: one diet causes weight gain whereas another diet with the same  

calorie count doesn’t. Standard low fat diets have triggered our fat cells to take in too many 

calories, leaving too few for the rest of the body. Consequently, we get hungry and our        

metabolism plummets—inevitably leading to weight gain. Restricting calories only makes this 

situation worse, explaining why conventional weight loss diets eventually fail. Now, Dr.    

Ludwig turns dieting on its head, with an impeccably researched eating plan, teaching readers 

to retrain their fat cells, tame hunger, boost metabolism, and lose weight… for good.  

 

David Ludwig, M.D., Ph.D. is a practicing endocrinologist and researcher at Boston Children’s 

Hospital. He holds the rank of Professor of Pediatrics at Harvard Medical School and Professor 

of Nutrition at Harvard School of Public Health. He is among the most frequently quoted    

academics in the field of nutrition and obesity, with several thousand interviews or citations in 

major media outlets since 2005, including the New York Times, National Public Radio, and    

national TV network news. 
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Mahtob Mahmoody 

MY NAME IS MAHTOB 
The story that began the global phenomenon 

Not Without My Daughter continues  

North America: Thomas Nelson (December 2015) 

UK: Little, Brown 

Bulgaria: Emas 

Czech Republic: Euromedia 

Denmark: Gads 

France: Univers Poche 

Germany: Bastei Luebbe 

Holland: House of Books 

Lithuania: Alma Littera 

Poland: Znak 

Portugal: Leya 

Slovakia: Ikar 

Spain: La Esfera de los Libros 

Agent: Michael Carlisle 

Editor: Webster Younce 

Format: manuscript  

The daughter at the center of the international bestseller and film Not Without My Daughter  

finishes the story that captivated the world: held hostage in Iran, escape over the mountains, 

growing up in fear of kidnapping, battling deadly disease, and leaning on the sustaining    

power of God’s goodness. 

 

Two decades ago, Not Without My Daughter (a global phenomenon made into a film starring 

Sally Field) told of the daring escape of an American mother and her six-year-old child from 

an abusive and fanatical Iranian husband and father. Now the daughter tells the whole story, 

not only of her imprisonment and escape but of life after fleeing Iran: living in fear of               

re-abduction, battling recurring nightmares and panic attacks, taking on an assumed name, 

surviving life-threatening illness—all under the menacing shadow of her father. 

 

This is the story of an extraordinary young woman’s triumph over life-crushing trauma to 

build a life of peace and forgiveness. Moving from Michigan to Tehran, from Ankara to Paris, 

Mahtob reveals the profound resilience of a wounded soul healed by her faith in God’s good-

ness and his care and love for her.  

 

Mahtob Mahmoody has a Bachelor of Science in Psychology from Michigan State University 

and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. She has worked in the field of mental health and lives in 

Michigan. Her memoir has been a bestseller in several countries, including Germany. 
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Kelsey Miller 

BIG GIRL 
How I Gave Up Dieting and Got a Life 

“Smart, sane, and funny… With grace and humor, Kelsey Miller sheds light on the hazards of a culture 

obsessed with dieting—and shows us that self-acceptance and intuition can offer a way out.” 

—Alexandra Kleeman, author of You Too Can Have a Body Like Mine 

 

A hilarious and inspiring memoir about one young woman’s journey to find a better path to 

both physical and mental health. 

 

At twenty-nine, Kelsey Miller had done it all: crash diets, healthy diets, and nutritionist-

prescribed “eating plans,” which are diets that you pay more money for. She’d been fighting 

her un-thin body since early childhood, and after a lifetime of failure, finally hit bottom. No 

diet could transform her body or her life. There was no shortcut to skinny salvation. She’d dug 

herself into this hole, and now it was time to climb out of it. 

 

With the help of an Intuitive Eating coach and fitness professionals, she learned how to eat 

based on her body’s instincts and exercise sustainably, without obsessing over calories burned 

and thighs gapped. But, with each thrilling step toward a healthy future, she had to contend 

with the painful truths of her past. 

 

Big Girl chronicles Kelsey’s journey into self-loathing and disordered eating—and out of it. 

This is a memoir for anyone who’s dealt with a distorted body image, food issues, or a         

dysfunctional family. It’s for the late-bloomers and the not-yet-bloomed. It’s for everyone 

who’s tried and failed and felt like a big, fat loser. So, basically… everyone.  

 

Kelsey Miller graduated from Boston University with a BS in Film & Television. She began 

her career in the film production industry before transitioning to full-time writing. Soon after 

joining the staff of Refinery29, she created The Anti-Diet Project, one of the website’s most 

popular franchises. She is currently a Senior Features Writer and lives in Brooklyn.  

North America: Grand Central Publishing (January 2016) Agent: Allison Hunter 

Editor: Emily Griffin 

Format: galley  
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Mo 

SOLVE FOR HAPPY 
Engineering Your Path to Uncovering the Joy Inside You 

US: Scribner (Fall 2016) 

UK: Bluebird/Macmillan 

China: Citic and Infomedia 

Finland: Basam Books 

Korea: The Korea Economic Daily 

Portugal: Leya 

Taiwan: Sun Color 

Agent: Michael Carlisle 

Editor: Rick Horgan 

Format: manuscript (Fall 2015)  

As a vice president at Google [X], Mo’s mission is to focus on “moon shots,” innovations that 

extend the boundaries of what’s possible with the goal of helping at least one billion people. 

This is the lab that brought the world Google Glass and the self-driving car, so perhaps it 

shouldn’t be surprising that when Mo found himself unhappy in his own success and sliding 

into depression, he approached the problem with an engineer’s desire to solve it using an    

analytical, reproducible approach that he could apply whenever life served up tough times. 

 

It worked. Mo regained his own happiness, but four years later his formulation would face the 

ultimate test—the sudden, tragic loss of his son, Ali, who died as the result of a doctor’s      

mistake during a routine appendectomy. Once again, Mo was able to successfully apply his 

left-brain approach so that he and his family were able to not only survive their loss, but to 

thrive.  

 

Now, Mo is sharing those principles with the world. Thoughtful, funny, rich with anecdotes 

and insights into how the workings of the brain and mind create obstacles to happiness—and 

how to overcome them—this book is the ultimate moon shot. Its pages contain a way to free 

billions of people from the shackles of their own limiting thoughts, and to enable us all to    

experience happiness not just intermittently, but as our steady, default state of being. 

 

Mo has spent most of his career in three major technology companies that had a massive      

impact on the world we live in today: IBM, Microsoft and Google.  As Vice President of     

Business Innovation as Google [X] he works with brilliant innovators and engineers on such 

projects as Google Glass, Self-Driving Cars and Project Loon. An inspiring public speaker, Mo 

travels constantly around the world, speaking to business and technology executives about 

technology trends and innovation, and to university students about entrepreneurship and 

choices for a happy career.  Inside Google he is one of the most popular senior executives and 

speaks to Googlers about making a difference in the world, finding balance, and making     

happy choices at work.  
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Mark Molesky 

THIS GULF OF FIRE 
The Destruction of Lisbon, or 

Apocalypse in the Age of Science and Reason 

North America: Knopf (November 2015) 

Portugal: Civilizacao 

Agent: Michael Carlisle 

Editor: George Andreou 

Format: galley 

“This Gulf of Fire is an extraordinary marriage of fine, vivid narrative and sharp clear thought. Full of 

poignant stories it makes gripping reading and like all powerful histories stays around in one’s mind 

long after the last page is read.” —Simon Schama, author of The Story of the Jews 

 

The captivating and definitive account of the most consequential natural disaster of modern 

times. 

 

On All Saints’ Day of 1755, the tremors from an earthquake measuring at least 8.5—and       

possibly above 9.0—on the moment magnitude scale swept furiously from the epicenter in the 

Atlantic Ocean toward the Iberian coast. Nowhere did the earthquake do more damage than at 

Lisbon, then the thriving capital of a vast global empire. Within minutes, most of the city was 

destroyed—but that was only the beginning. 

 

A giant tsunami unleashed by the quake smashed into the Iberian and African coasts and    

barreled up the Tagus River, carrying untold numbers of victims out to sea. By day’s end, it 

would claim victims on four continents. Then, a hellacious firestorm broke out across the city, 

subjecting Lisboetas to temperatures exceeding 1,832°F (1,000°C), and incinerating much of 

what the earthquake and tsunami had spared. 

 

Drawing on a wealth of new sources, the latest scientific research, and a sophisticated grasp of 

Portuguese and European history, Molesky gives us the definitive history of the Lisbon        

disaster and its impact on the Western world—including accounts of history’s first                

international  relief effort, the rise of a brutal (yet modernizing) dictatorship in Portugal, and 

the effect these events had on the spirit and direction of the Enlightenment. 

 

Mark Molesky is an Associate Professor of History at Seton Hall University, where he         

specializes in modern and early European history. He is the co-author of Our Oldest Enemy: A 

History of America’s Disastrous Relationship with France. Molesky’s articles and reviews have   

appeared in the Wall Street Journal, the New York Post, National Review, and various academic 

journals. He received his A.M. and Ph.D. in History at Harvard University. He has experience 

as a guest on national television, including Fox News and MSNBC, as well as national and    

regional talk radio in both the United States and France.  
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Hal Niedzviecki 

TREES ON MARS 
Our Obsession with the Future 

“Hal Niedzviecki’s urgent, eye-opening [book] exposes our  mania for the future as exactly what it is: an 

ideology as narrow and dangerous as any we’ve known from history. Read this book and be the first on 

your block to recall the rebel thrill of living in the present.” 

—J.B. MacKinnon, author of The Once and Future World 

 

What is it like to live in a society utterly focused on what is going to happen next? In Trees on 

Mars, cultural critic and indie entrepreneur Hal Niedzviecki asks how and when we started 

believing we could and should “create the future,” arguing that the short-term purview of    

innovation is not always as effective as we think it is. On the contrary, it’s often damaging. 

“Innovation” may be the most overused and fetishized term of the past five years.  

 

Trees on Mars introduces readers to futuristic consultants who preach the need for constant 

change, to a group of Stanford undergraduates pulling all-nighters in an effort to produce the 

next must-have app, to a Michigan teacher struggling to integrate mandatory iPad use into her 

third-grade curriculum, and to a recently laid off auto worker  being sent to state-sponsored 

retraining. Through these characters and others, Niedzviecki shows how future-obsession and 

future-anxiety are affecting real people.  

 

Hal Niedzviecki is a writer, speaker, and culture commentator. He is the author of three      

previous books of nonfiction, including The Peep Diaries and Hello, I’m Special. The Peep Diaries 

was made into a television documentary entitled Peep Culture, produced for CBC and shown at 

festivals and on television in six countries. He serves as publisher and fiction editor of Broken 

Pencil. Niedzviecki lives in Toronto with his wife and two daughters.  

World English: Seven Stories Press (October 2015)  

 

Agent: Lauren Smythe 

Editor: Dan Simon 

Format: book 
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Wendy Paris 

SPLITOPIA 
Dispatches from Divorce Today and the  

Good News About How to Part Well 

Engaging and groundbreaking, Splitopia challenges outdated, negative assumptions about    

divorce with sharp wit, searing honesty, rigorous research, and intimate interviews, and offers 

guidance for healthier, happier splits. 

 

When Wendy Paris announced that she and her husband were separating, friends forecast a 

tsunami of devastation—for both them and their child. But as Paris would discover, divorce 

has improved dramatically in recent decades, due to changes in laws and family structures, 

advances in psychology and child development, and a new understanding of the importance 

of the father. Yet disapprobation and fear persist. 

 

In this incisive book, Paris cuts through the moralizing and myopia, and explores the new   

cultural phenomenon of the “good” divorce. Splitopia chronicles Paris’s own divorce in real 

time; shares insights from happily divorced couples, international experts, and the latest      

research; and follows her own divorced parents’ possible reunion. Splitopia calls for a more 

flexible view of how we wed and how we part, and offers support for creating loving families, 

whatever the legal relationship status. 

 

Divorce is no one’s first choice, but as with other difficult, unwanted experiences, it can lead to 

growth, deeper connections, and a more fulfilled life. 

 

Wendy Paris is a journalist and essayist whose work has appeared in The New York Times,   

Psychology Today, Glamour, Salon.com, Travel & Leisure, Essence, and Marketplace radio. She 

was a 2014 Fellow with New America Foundation, a 2013 Fellow with Encore.org, a            

MacDowell Colony Fellow, and a Visiting Artist at the 18th Street Arts Center. She has an 

MFA in creative nonfiction writing from Columbia University and blogs about the good       

divorce at WendyParis.com and PsychologyToday.com.  

North America: Free Press (March 2016)  

 

Agent: Kim Witherspoon  

Editor: Leslie Meredith 

Format: manuscript 
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Kate Parker 

STRONG IS THE NEW PRETTY 

Four years ago, Kate Parker started documenting the lives of her daughters Ella and Alice as 

they jumped, swam, skated, and screamed their way through life. As a professional              

photographer, Parker knew that pictures would be the perfect medium in which to capture 

their fitness and joy. She knew she wanted a record of a time in her daughters’ lives that was 

both fleeting and universal. She also knew that the images of girlhood available in stores,  

movies, malls, and on TV had very little to do with what life was really like at that age. 

 

The mud. The messiness. The silliness. Just how loud it could get.  

 

Strong is the New Pretty embodies that life in approximately 100 photographs, accompanying 

captions from the girls themselves, and in short essays from high-profile contributors. It will 

be split into thematic sections (Confident is the New Pretty, Messy is the New Pretty, Silly is 

the New Pretty). This is the kind of book that feels as good to give as it does to receive. It has 

inspirational giftability. Its message is both positive and pointed—and elegant. Its commercial 

prospects are already market-tested, and its artistic and creative impact is apparent in any of 

the thousands of messages, emails, comments, and calls that Kate has received since sharing a 

piece of it online.  

 

Kate Parker  is a mother, wife, and photographer based out of Atlanta. Her work has been  

featured in galleries in New York, Atlanta, Boston, and Los Angeles among others. She has al-

so been featured on CNN, The Today Show, NPR, the Washington Post, and Huffington Post.  

North America: Workman (Spring 2017)  

Korea: Sigongsa Co. Ltd. 

Agent: William Callahan 

Editor: Megan Nicolay 

Format: proposal  
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Mitch Prinstein 

THE POPULARITY PARADOX 
What We Want, What Makes Us Happy, & How High School 

Changes Us Forever  

Popularity is among the most controversial human qualities—something we both strive for 

and condemn. It’s a fixture of literature, film, television, and music, as well as a recurring topic 

in our own personal histories. If popularity is a spectrum, we can all easily describe what it 

means to be on either end, but have little understanding of the long-term implications of our 

place in the pecking order. 

 

In The Popularity Paradox, psychologist Mitch Prinstein presents new research and insightful 

stories to reveal the hidden impact of popularity and explains how our adolescent experiences 

create a filter through which we view almost every future interaction. Fortunately, while the 

degree of popularity we attain in our youth may shape the adults we become, it does not seal 

our fate. There’s more than one type of popularity and, as readers will learn, it is essential to 

separate the socially revered perception of “status” from likeability, its subtler, less respected—

yet, more important—sibling. Ultimately, by recognizing how our early lives shape our       

current worldviews, The Popularity Paradox shows us how both we and our children can adjust 

our expectations, actions, and reactions to attain a greater measure of self-worth and              

self-confidence as well as more rewarding personal and professional relationships.  

 

Mitch Prinstein, Ph.D. is the Jon Van Seters Distinguished Professor of Psychology and the 

Director of Clinical Psychology at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He received 

his Ph.D. in clinical psychology from the University of Miami, completed his internship and 

postdoctoral fellowship at Brown University, and began his faculty career as the Director of 

Clinical Training at Yale University. Mitch and his research have been featured in the New York 

Times, Wall Street Journal, LA Times, CNN, Time Magazine, Newsweek, Reuters, and elsewhere. 

North America: Viking (2017)  

UK: Ebury 

China: Yuan-Liou Publishing Co. 

Holland: Arbeiderspers 

Korea: Wisdomhouse Publishing Co. 

Romania: SC Publica Com SRL 

Agent: Richard Pine 

Editor: Rick Kot 

Format: proposal  
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Scott Sonenshein 

STRETCH 
Make More Than You Can Imagine from 

Less Than You Can Believe 

Can less really lead to more? 

 

From the multi-millionaire professional athlete who lives in a beat up VW van in a Walmart 

parking lot to America’s cheapest but most effective CEO, the formula for success and          

satisfaction starts with embracing what we have, not longing for what we lack. For               

generations, people have chased after more—greener lawns, fancier cars, trendier clothes,    

bigger budgets, and larger staffs—only to end up with less. 

 

In Stretch, Rice University professor Scott Sonenshein uses science to challenge the typical path 

we follow in our professional and personal pursuits. Rather than focusing outwardly on      

acquiring what others have, Scott provides a framework to expand upon the possibilities of 

what we already posses—resources such as time, money, knowledge, skills, and relationships. 

Weaving his own and others’ research with individual and organizational anecdotes that take 

us from a rural Pennsylvania city where a headstrong teen would go on to create the country’s 

largest craft brewer to the Siberian tundra where a lost family lived for forty-two years, he   

explains the patterns used by people from all walks of life to obtain greater productivity,      

experience deeper meaning, and better achieve goals. Like many resourceful people              

introduced in Stretch, readers will learn the strategies and skills essential to reorienting their 

life approach to realize success and happiness by creatively transforming what’s at hand. 

 

Scott Sonenshein, Ph.D., is Professor of Management at Rice University. His award winning 

research regularly appears in the field’s leading journals and his perspective has been sought 

out by countless media outlets, including the New York Times. He serves as an Associate Editor 

at his field’s leading publication, the Academy of Management Journal, and sits on four other 

distinguished editorial boards. Prior to his career as a business school professor, Scott          

consulted with Fortune 100 companies to help them respond to smaller but nimbler             

competitors. He left his consulting job to join one of the greatest chases of modern times—the 

dotcom boom in Silicon Valley.  

North America: Harper Business (Summer 2017)  

 

Agent: Richard Pine 

Editor: Hollis Heimbouch 

Format: proposal 
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Sylvia Tara 

THE SECRET LIFE OF FAT 
The Truth About the Body’s Most Loathed and 

Least Understood Organ 

Fat. 

 

We lose it. We gain it. We hate it. We hide it. We starve it. We shape it. We blast it. We suck it 

out. Whether we are young or old, male or female, whether it’s an extra hundred pounds or 

the last five, we think about it—and torture ourselves over it—every day of our lives. On a  

personal level, we wear it as a shroud of shame and self-loathing. On the national stage, it 

sparks criticism, mockery, political debate, and a 60 billion dollar industry dedicated to its 

elimination. And yet, we understand next to nothing about it. 

 

The word “fat” conjures images of grease, blubber, flab, and excess weight. And while it does 

manifest itself in those various ways, they are only the tip of the iceberg. In The Secret Life of 

Fat, Sylvia Tara draws upon her biochemistry expertise to explain fat’s multiple, misunder-

stood and positive hidden functions. Despite popular perception, it is not an inert blob, but a 

dynamic, smart, and self-sustaining body part that influences everything from aging and      

immunity to mood and fertility. 

 

The Secret Life of Fat weaves together historical, cultural, and medical research with prescriptive 

advice to tell the full story of fat—how we came to hate it and why, before we try to lose it, we 

should take the time to understand how it interacts with and impacts our hormones, our brain, 

and our other vital organs.  

 

Sylvia Tara holds a Ph.D. in biochemistry from the University of California, San Diego, and an 

MBA from the Wharton School of Business. She began her career at McKinsey & Co., where 

she was a consultant to the pharmaceutical industry and went on to work as a scientific        

specialist at both Genentech and Amgen, the world’s largest biotechnology companies. She has 

researched Alzheimer’s disease, cancer, and obesity, and written articles for several scientific 

journals. Most recently, she established the Wharton Healthcare Quarterly, a business journal 

for Wharton alumni focusing on health care issues.  

North America: Norton (Winter 2016) 

UK: Blink 

Korea: Munhakdongne  

Holland: Spectrum 

Taiwan: Business Weekly  

Agent: Richard Pine 

Editor: Tom Mayer 

Format: proposal 
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Pete Thorne 

OLD FAITHFUL 
Dogs of a Certain Age 

Old Faithful is a striking collection of photographs and stories featuring dogs who are well 

worn, well loved, and well on in years. The Old Faithful Project started after photographer 

Pete Thorne snapped photographs for his grandmother’s hundredth birthday party. Inspired, 

he began photographing elderly dogs. What he discovered were faces with more life, more joy, 

and more wisdom than he could have ever anticipated. 

 

After he posted a few photographs, stories and pictures came pouring in from around the 

globe—people wanted to share tales of their own senior dogs. Thorne met with hundreds of 

senior dogs and their best friends and companions. Old Faithful features seventy-five of these 

dogs and their stories. 

 

Each dog has a different background. Some were rescued from pet mills, like seventeen-year-

old Chihuahua Sam, who has exceeded his life expectancy by five years and counting. Some 

needed a forever home after their owners could no longer care for them, like sixteen-year-old 

toy poodle Grimm, who’s had a long list of health problems but remains as unique and lovable 

as ever. And some have been companions since puppyhood, like ten-year-old Rottweiler Brut, 

who loves his human siblings as if he were their mother. But all of these dogs are beloved, in 

their patchy, scruffy, jowly glory.  

 

Pete Thorne is a professional photographer. He is a graduate of the Nova Scotia College of Art 

and Design, and lives in Toronto. 

North America: Harper Design (October 2015) Agent: William Callahan 

Editor: Rebecca Hunt 

Format: book 
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Michael J. Tougias & 

Casey Sherman 

THE FINEST HOURS 
The True Story of the U.S. Coast Guard’s  

Most Daring Sea Rescue 

The Finest Hours is now a major motion picture from Walt Disney Pictures starring Chris Pine, 

Casey Affleck, Ben Foster, Eric Bana, and Holliday Grainger. Directed by Craig Gillespie, the 

movie is set to be released in January of 2016 and is stacking up to be this decade’s Perfect 

Storm.  

 

In the winter of 1952, New England was battered by the most brutal nor’easter in years. As the 

weather wreaked havoc on land, the freezing Atlantic became a wind-whipped zone of peril, 

setting the stage for one of the most heroic rescue stories ever lived. 

 

In the early hours of Monday, February 18th, while the storm raged, two oil tankers, the    

Pendleton and the Fort Mercer, found themselves in the same horrifying predicament. Built 

with “dirty steel,” and not prepared to withstand such ferocious seas, both tankers split in two, 

leaving the dozens of men on board utterly at the Atlantic’s mercy. The Finest Hours is the  

gripping, true story of the valiant attempt to rescue the souls huddling inside the broken 

halves of the two ships. 

 

The spellbinding tale is overflowing with breathtaking scenes, as boats capsize, bows and 

sterns crash into one another, and men hurl themselves into the raging sea in their terrifying 

battle for survival. Not all of the eighty-four men caught at sea in the midst of the brutal storm 

survived, but considering the odds, it’s a miracle—and a testament to their bravery—that any 

came home to tell their tale at all.  

 

Michael J. Tougias is an award-winning author and co-author of 23 books. Among his other 

bestsellers are Fatal Forecast, Overboard, King Philip’s War, and There’s a Porcupine In My        

Outhouse: The Vermont Misadventures of a Mountain Man Wannabe. Casey Sherman is the nation-

al bestselling author of eight books, including A Rose for Mary (aka) Search for the Strangler, Ani-

mal: The Bloody Rise and Fall of the Mob’s Most Feared Assassin, Bad Blood, Black Irish, Black Drag-

on, and Boston Strong. Sherman has appeared on dozens of   television programs including The 

Today Show, Dateline NBC, CBS 48 Hour Mysteries, America’s Most Wanted, and The View. 

North America: Scribner (2009, 1st edition)  

Paperback movie tie in: December 2015 

Brazil: Gente 

Bulgaria: ProBook 

Italy: Mondadori 

Korea: Guelhangari 

Turkey: KRP 

Agent: Richard Pine & George Lucas 

Editor: Colin Harrison 

Format: book 
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David Willey 

THE PROMISE OF FRANCIS 
The Man, the Pope, and the Challenge of Change 

North America: Gallery/S&S (September 2015) Agent: Michael Carlisle & David Forrer 

Editor: Mitchell Ivers 

Format: book 

“Willey keeps the story moving as well as compelling, sharing vignettes from history to the present 

day… this honest account will allow readers to become more informed on pressing issues facing the 

Catholic Church.” —Library Journal 

 

With more than four decades of firsthand experience reporting from Vatican City, David    

Willey explores the religious and personal background of Pope Francis and his ability to fulfill 

the promises of reform during the first two years of his papacy. Sex crimes and cover ups,   

financial scandal, declining membership, and the unprecedented self-abnegation—or was it 

self-preservation?— of its chief executive, Pope Benedict XVI. These were the ingredients of 

the 21st century crisis in the Vatican—a crisis that might have anticipated the election of a 

steadily conservative pope, a career bureaucrat, and an insider. An operator.  

 

Instead, they chose Francis.  

 

Using his unparalleled access and knowledge of the inner workings of the Vatican, BBC       

correspondent David Willey chronicles Francis’s first two years as pope and analyzes what 

could happen in the years to come. He tells the inside story of how this most unlikely man 

came from “the end of the world” to lead the world’s largest corporation into the future,      

stirring millions to interest and faith again through his frank speeches and benevolent beliefs. 

In putting this all into context, Willey seeks to further unravel the mysteries and conspiracies 

that continue to surround the worldwide headquarters of the Roman Catholic Church.  

 

In this comprehensive biography complete with full-color photography, David Willey explores 

the religious and personal background of the inspirational Pope Francis, his stunning impact 

on the Catholic Church, the hopes he has raised, and the legacy he will leave behind.  

 

David Willey is the BBC’s longest serving foreign correspondent and the author of two       

previous books, Italians and God’s Politician. In 2004 he was awarded the Order of the British 

Empire by Queen Elizabeth II for his services to broadcast journalism. 



 

 

Young Adult 

& Children’s  
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Andrea Cremer 

THE CONJURER’S RIDDLE 
Revolution Machina Book Two 

Praise for The Inventor’s Secret: 

 

“A finely-wrought compelling tale of romance and treachery…” 

—Cynthia Leitich Smith, author of Eternal and Tantalize 

 

The exciting sequel to the young adult alternate history series where the British stamped out 

the American Revolution before it had even begun! 

 

With the aid of French-allied Algonquin Indians, the homeless revolutionaries led by        

Charlotte, Ash, and the rest of the crew make their way to the Mississippi River. They gain 

snippets of information about the state of the conflict in the borderlands and secure passage 

along the river as they try to track down their parents. This leads them to the French city of 

New Orleans, where the Resistance is encamped. 

 

Informed about Grave’s past and the Empire’s plans, the beleaguered fighters are torn          

between despair and the desire for a last stand. As they debate a strategy, pirates arrive with a 

crew of British soldiers as prisoners they’re hoping to sell to the French as hostages. Among 

the prisoners are Jack and Coe who were on their way to New Orleans in the hopes of          

persuading France to declare war on the British.  

 

When an attempt to kill Grave fails and the plot is uncovered, the young revolutionaries leave 

the Resistance to travel with the pirates back to New York to stop the hardline faction’s plans 

to kill Grave’s father. Meanwhile in New Orleans, Birch, Grave, Scoff, and Pip are drawn into a 

world of conjuring and voodoo magic that offers insight into Grave’s future and a way to bring 

an end to the empire.  

 

Andrea Cremer is the author of the internationally bestselling Nightshade series, which has 

been published in twenty-nine foreign territories, and the co-author with David Levithan of 

Invisibility. Prior to becoming a full-time novelist, Andrea resided in the academic world where 

she taught early modern history.  

North America: Philomel (November 2015) 

France: Lumen 

Agent: Charlie Olsen & Richard Pine 

Editor: Jill Santopolo 

Format: galley 
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Cath Crowley 

WORDS IN DEEP BLUE 
 

Praise for Graffiti Moon: 

 

“A rare gem of a book… like a breath of fresh air; witty, funny, intelligent, and the story told by a light 

but assured hand. Sensitive and utterly realistic of how young people live…” —The School Librarian 

 

Patrick Crowe has never felt more alone. He’s desperate for a good future, but he can’t believe 

that one exists. And then he finds a letter in a book from someone claiming to be his future self. 

A series of letters start, letters that make a dream road for him to travel on. 

 

Letter left on page 48 of The City and Stars by Arthur C. Clarke:  

 

Dear Patrick, 

Life’s pretty bad for us at the moment. If I’m remembering right, we’re sleeping on a mattress of the floor 

of an empty house. Dad’s in prison and Audrey’s too embarrassed to be seen with us. I remember her 

climbing through our window at night, reminding us of her skin—the soft salt and honey of her was 

unbearable in the dark, because we knew in the light it would be gone. But there’s  

a girl who’s brave enough to love us in our future. She has blue eyes. 

 

The letters push Patrick towards books and words and love, towards Rachel, the shy girl with 

blue eyes that he’s never considered before. He’s not sure if she’s his destiny, or the letter   

writer. Either way, when his dad escapes from prison, the future he’s come to believe in is put 

at risk and he needs her. Rachel must overcome her shyness to save him. Words in Deep Blue is 

about the wilderness that exists between who we are, and who we could be, and the mystery 

of how we find our way through. 

 

Cath Crowley grew up in rural Victoria, Australia. She comes from a family of seven: her    

parents, three brothers, and a dog called Elvis. All of them encouraged her to give up full-time 

teaching to write. Cath studied professional writing and editing and works as both a freelance 

writer in Melbourne and a part-time teacher. Her fifth novel, Graffiti Moon, won the Prime   

Minister’s Literary Award, as well as the NSW Premier’s Literary Award, and was Amazon’s 

Pick of the Month for February 2013.  

US: Knopf (Fall 2016) 

ANZ: Pan MacMillan 

UK: Hodder & Stoughton 

 

Agent: Catherine Drayton 

Editor: Claire Craig 

Format: manuscript (December) 
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Kirsty Eagar 

SUMMER SKIN 
 

Praise for Night Beach: 

 

“Eagar’s style is both raw and brutal, showing no mercy. Her characters, so real, tangible and lovingly 

created, are stripped bare for her audience. Nothing is hidden or glossed over. No emotion is withheld 

and no reality is too stark to express.”          —Cuddlebuggery Book Blog 

 

Jess Gordon and Mitch Crawford are both studying at the University of Queensland, but that’s 

all they have in common. Jess and her friends are modern day riot grrls. Mitch and his mates 

are rugby boys, renowned for predatory behavior. 

 

When their paths first cross they’re combative, but just for a moment Jess and Mitch recognize 

the outsider in each other. She feels old-fashioned in a world of casual hook ups, sexting and 

internet porn, wary of getting involved again in the wake of a bad break-up. Mitch is finding it 

hard to live up to expectations after the death of his best friend, but he’s struggling more with 

keeping his own culpability a secret.  

 

So begins a slow, careful circling, a number of encounters they keep secret from their peers. 

Summer Skin takes an honest look at lust, trust, love, and double standards. It asks the        

question: In a world where sex is pushed all the time, has intimacy become the risk?  

 

Kirsty Eagar is the critically acclaimed author of Saltwater Vampires, Night Beach, and Raw Blue. 

After completing a master’s degree in economics, she worked at the Reserve Bank of Australia 

and the Bank of England before changing careers, wanting a life where she could surf every 

day. She travelled around Australia for a couple of years, living out of a car, worked a variety 

of jobs and began writing fiction. Her debut novel, Raw Blue, won the 2010 Victorian Premier’s 

Literary Award for Young Adult fiction. Her second novel, Saltwater Vampires, was shortlisted 

for the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards. Her third novel, Night Beach, was shortlisted for the 

Queensland Literary Awards, the Western Australia Premier’s Awards, and a Gold Inky. 

Kirsty lives with her husband and two daughters on Sydney’s northern beaches. 

ANZ: Allen & Unwin (2016) 

US: on submission  

 

Agent: Catherine Drayton 

Editor: Anna McFarlane 

Format: manuscript 
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Amy Ewing 

THE WHITE ROSE 

The Jewel Book Two 

“This fast-paced plot and a surprise twist will make readers anxious for the next entry. A must-read for 

fans of the previous title; they will not be disappointed.” —School Library Journal 

 

Violet is on the run. Away from the Jewel. Away from a lifetime of servitude. 

 

After the Duchess of the Lake catches Violet with Ash, the hired companion at the Palace of 

the Lake, Violet has no choice but to escape or face certain death. Along with Ash and her best 

friend, Raven, Violet runs away from her unbearable life. 

 

But no one said leaving the Jewel would be easy. As they make their way through the circles of 

the Lone City, Regimentals track their every move, and the trio barely manages to make it out 

unscathed and into the safe haven they were promised—a mysterious house in the Farm. 

 

There’s a rebellion brewing, and Violet has found herself in the middle of it. Alongside a new 

ally, Violet discovers her Auguries are much more powerful than she ever imagined. But is she 

strong enough to rise against the Jewel and everything she has ever known? 

 

The White Rose is a raw, captivating sequel to The Jewel that fans won’t be able to put down   

until the final shocking moments.  

 

Amy Ewing earned an MFA in Writing for Children at The New School and earned her BFA at 

New York University. The Jewel was selected as a BEA Editors Buzz Book in 2014. Amy lives in 

Harlem. 

North America: HarperCollins (October 2015) 

UK: Walker Ltd. 

Brazil: Leya 

France: Laffont 

Germany: S. Fischer Verlag 

Holland: Leopold 

Hungary: Maxim 

Italy: Rizzoli 

Lithuania: Alma Littera 

Poland: Jaguar 

Agent: Charlie Olsen 

Editor: Karen Chaplin 

Format: book 
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Becca Fitzpatrick  
DANGEROUS LIES 

Praise for Black Ice: 

 

“A seductive thriller packed with unexpected twists, engaging characters, and a deadly but beautiful 

landscape.” —Novel Novice 

 

Seventeen-year-old Stella Gordon lives with her mother in a lovely country manor near      

Philadelphia’s “old money” Main Line. But one fateful night, Stella witnesses a crime, forcing 

her into the US Federal Witness Protection Program to testify against the perpetrator—a crime 

boss named Danny Balando, who also happens to be her mother’s drug dealer. 

 

Stella is whisked away to the sleepy town of Thunder Basin, Nebraska, and forced to start her 

life over as someone else. She soon meets Chet Falconer, her boyishly handsome ranch hand 

neighbor, who swears he’s going to have her wearing cowgirl boots and riding horses before 

the summer’s over. While Chet’s flirting is a welcome distraction from her miserable plight, 

Stella is most certainly not into cowboys, and lets him know it. But deep down, she can’t help 

but feel she’s falling under Chet’s spell. 

 

Unfortunately, she also has to deal with Dusty Falconer, Chet’s hotheaded and rule-breaking 

younger brother whom Stella feels an unwanted but irresistible attraction to.  

 

As the hot Nebraskan summer wears on, Stella tries to settle into her new life. But when she 

receives a threatening message on her doorstep, she fears she might never outrun her past. Is it 

possible she’s not as safe in small town Nebraska as the authorities would have her believe? 

 
Becca Fitzpatrick is the author of Black Ice and the internationally bestselling Hush, Hush series. 
She graduated college with a degree in health, promptly abandoned for storytelling. When not 
writing, she’s most likely running, prowling sales for reject shoes, or watching crime dramas 
on TV. The Hush, Hush series has sold in over thirty territories and there are over one million 
copies of the books in print worldwide. She lives in Colorado. 

North America: Simon & Schuster (November 2015) 

UK: Simon & Schuster 

Czech Republic: Egmont 

Poland: Otwarte 

Slovakia: Egmont 

Spain: Ediciones B 

Sweden: B. Wahlstroms 

Turkey: Pegasus Books 

 

Agent: Catherine Drayton 

Editor: Zareen Jaffrey 

Format: galley 
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Karen Foxlee 
A MOST MAGICAL GIRL 

Praise for Ophelia and the Marvelous Boy: 

 

“A present-day fairy tale that practically sparkles with its own icy menace… [a] memorable and        

ultimately moving novel for young readers.” —The Wall Street Journal 

 

A young lady should be both cheerful and content in all manner of circumstances. She should avoid   

indulging in amusements after dark. She should always secure the use of a first class cabin when       

traveling overnight on a steamboat. Above all, a young lady must choose her friends wisely. 

 

Annabel Grey is primed for a proper life as a young lady in Victorian England. But when her 

mother travels abroad, Annabel is put in the care of two eccentric aunts who own a magic 

shop on the wrong side of London, where she is thrust into a decidedly unladylike life, full of 

potions, broomsticks, wands, and wizards who eat nothing but biscuits. 

 

Before Annabel can make sense of her aunts’ magical nonsense, she is swept up in an urgent 

quest. The evil Mr. Angel and his terrifying Dark Magic Extracting Machine are raising an    

army of shadowlings to put an end to Good Magic forever. 

 

The wizards have dreamt of Annabel. She is to be the most magical girl. She is to save London. 

But how does she begin when she doesn't even believe in magic?  

 

Karen Foxlee takes readers on an extraordinary journey from the depths of a secret world    

beneath city streets to the starry skies above London rooftops—a world where magic can be 

seen in puddles and teacups, and heart lights lead the way home. 

 
Karen Foxlee trained and worked as a nurse for most of her adult life and also graduated from 
university with a degree in creative writing. She is the author of Ophelia and the Marvelous Boy 
which received five starred reviews; The Midnight Dress; and The Anatomy of Wings, which 
Markus Zusak called “so special that you want to carry it around for months after you’ve    
finished, just to stay near it.” Karen lives in Gympie, Australia with her daughter.  

North America: Knopf (Summer 2016) 

UK: Hot Key 

 

Agent: Catherine Drayton 

Editor: Erin Clarke 

Format: manuscript 
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Melissa Grey 

THE SHADOW HOUR 
The Sequel to The Girl at Midnight 

North America: Delacorte Press (July 2016) 

UK: Little, Brown 

Brazil: Cia das Letras 

Denmark: Alvilda 

France: Univers Poche 

Italy: Mondadori 

 

Agent: Catherine Drayton 

Editor: Krista Marino 

Format: manuscript (October)  

Praise for The Girl at Midnight:  

 

“Grey’s energetic debut offers a strong protagonist… [and the] well-built world, vivid characters, and 

perfect blend of action and amour should have readers eagerly seeking the sequel.” —Kirkus, starred 

 

A single battle has been won, but the war is only just beginning… 

 

Everything in Echo’s life changed in a blinding flash when she learned the startling truth: she 

is the Firebird—the creature of light that is said to bring peace. The Firebird has come into the 

world… but every action has an equal and opposite reaction: it has not come alone. Echo can 

feel a great and terrible darkness rising in the distance. 

 

Echo has already lost her home, her family, and her lover. Now, as the Firebird, her path is 

strewn with even greater dangers than the ones she’s already overcome.  

 

Cosmic forces threaten to tear the world apart. The Dragon Prince will not fall without a fight. 

Echo must decide: can she wield the power of her true nature—or will it prove too strong for 

her, and burn what’s left of her world to the ground?  

 

Welcome to The Shadow Hour. 

 

Melissa Grey penned her first story at the age of twelve and hasn’t stopped since. Born in 

New York City, she graduated from Yale with a degree in Art. She’s lived in Nagoya, London, 

and New York, where she now works as a comics and tech journalist for endgadget.com 
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Kerry Kletter 

THE FIRST TIME SHE 

DROWNED 

“The First Time She Drowned is the kind of book I love best—a lovely and haunting keep-you-up-all-

night heart-wrencher that is both beautiful and raw, painful and uplifting. It’s utterly amazing.” 

—Jennifer Niven, author of All the Bright Places 

 

Cassie O’Malley has a penchant for drowning.  

 

Considering the crazy family she grew up with, it’s no surprise she prefers the bottom of the 

pool. Her mother has everyone convinced that Cassie is the one who’s insane and for the last 

three years she’s had Cassie locked up in a mental hospital for terrible crimes she did not   

commit.  

 

Now eighteen, the once incurably hopeful Cassie is off to college. As she struggles to navigate 

a world that has betrayed her, a near-death experience leads to the colorful and carefree Zoey, 

whose friendship is a lifeline. But it is only when Cassie falls for a local surfer that she must 

decide if she has the strength to confront the terrifying secrets of her history in order to move 

forward and have a second chance at happiness. 

 

The First Time She Drowned is a story about breaking out of the roles we are assigned by our 

families and about the secondary families we create that help to get us there.  

 

Kerry Kletter is a former Hollywood actress with credits in such summer blockbusters as     

Lethal Weapon 4 and Swordfish, as well as several soap operas. She has a BA in English            

Literature and an MFA in Acting from The Catholic University of America. She lives in Santa 

Monica, California where she works part-time with animals and part-time in customer         

service—which is basically the same thing.  

North America: Philomel (March 2016) 

 

Agent: Catherine Drayton 

Editor: Liza Kaplan 

Format: manuscript  
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Reshma Saujani 

GIRLS WHO CODE 

When you imagine a programmer, what comes to mind? If you’re influenced by the news,    

television, films, or even a cursory Google image search, your picture will likely be an           

anti-social young man wearing glasses and staring at a screen. Women and girls are constantly 

bombarded with signals—based on very real statistics—that coding isn’t for them. But that’s a 

myth. While there have been major strides to educate girls in STEM fields, coding still has the 

most drastic gender imbalance, one that has grown since the ‘80s. 

 

Reshma Saujani founded Girls Who Code to change all that. She discovered that when girls are 

exposed to inspiring role models and real-life applications of computer science, they’re        

motivated to pursue paths that their mothers may never have considered. With this in mind, 

she has a goal to teach 1 million girls to code by 2020. (And with the support of people like  

Hilary Clinton, Sheryl Sandberg, Mindy Kaling, and Jeff Bezos, there’s no doubt that she’ll be 

successful.) 

 

Aimed at girls 12 and older, the Girls Who Code book will seek to demystify computer science 

and give readers a first-hand look into what it’s like to work as a computer scientists across 

various fields. Whether they’re interested in careers that traditionally rely on programming, 

such as tech and animation, or a wide range of other industries, from health to fashion to      

politics, this book will show them how coding can pave the way. It will include engaging     

stories featuring women and girls who have developed passions for computer science, along 

with other resources, strategies, project ideas, and tips for learning code.  

 

Reshma Saujani is the founder and CEO of Girls Who Code and the former Deputy Public 

Advocate of New York City. Today, she has galvanized industry leaders to close the gender 

gap in STEM education and empower girls to pursue careers in technology and engineering 

through innovative curriculum, national clubs, and immersive summer programs. Reshma 

and Girls Who Code have been featured in the New York Times, Time Magazine, the Wall Street 

Journal, along with many other media outlets.  

North America: Viking (Spring 2017) 

 

Agent: Richard Pine 

Editors: Ken Wright  & Kendra Levin 

Format: proposal  
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Gavriel Savit 

ANNA AND THE  

SWALLOW MAN 

A stunning, literary, and wholly original debut novel set in Poland during the Second World 

War, perfect for fans of The Book Thief. 

 

Krakow, 1939. A million marching soldiers and a thousand barking dogs. This is no place to 

grow up. Anna Lania is just seven years old when the Germans take her father, a linguistics 

professor, during their purge of intellectuals in Poland. She’s alone. 

 

And then Anna meets the Swallow Man. He is a mystery, strange and tall, a skilled deceiver 

with more than a little magic up his sleeve. And when the soldiers in the streets look at him, 

they see what he wants them to see. 

 

The Swallow Man is not Anna’s father—she knows that very well—but she also knows that, 

like her father, he’s in danger of being taken, and like her father, he has a gift for languages: 

Polish, Russian, German, Yiddish, even Bird. When he summons a bright, beautiful swallow 

down to his hand to stop her from crying, Anna is entranced. She follows him into the          

wilderness.  

 

Over the course of their travels together, Anna and the Swallow Man will dodge bombs, tame 

soldiers, and even, despite their better judgement, make a friend. But in a world gone mad, 

everything can prove dangerous. Even the Swallow Man. 

 

Gavriel Savit is a trained performer with a degree in Musical Theatre. As an actor and singer, 

Gavriel has performed on three continents, from New York to Brussels to Tokyo. He currently 

lives in Brooklyn, and is performing on Broadway in “Amazing Grace.” 

North America: Knopf Books for Young Readers (January 2016) 

UK: Random House  

Brazil: Rocco 

Catalan: Grup 62 

China: Shanghai Dook 

Czech Republic: Paseka 

France: Laffont 

Germany: cbt/Random House 

Holland: Ambo Anthos 

Italy: Sperling & Kupfer 

Spain: Suma 

Taiwan: Crown 

 

 

Agent: Catherine Drayton 

Editor: Erin Clarke 

Format: galley 
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Krystal Sutherland 

WE WERE NEVER HERE 

Henry Page is a hopeless romantic and pop culture aficionado, who always thought falling in 

love would be more like the movies. Grace Town—who’s unwashed, dressed in guy’s       

clothing, and walks with a cane—is unlike any leading lady he’s ever obsessed over. So this is 

certainly not a story of love at first sight. But it is a love story. (Well. Depending on who you 

ask.)  

 

It’s senior year and Henry and Grace are both offered positions as editors of their high school 

newspaper. The more time they spend together, the more the mystery of Grace begins to     

captivate him. Why does she visit a graveyard every afternoon? What secret does she keep 

locked away in her bedroom? Above all, why is Grace Town so deeply sad?  

 

Before long, Henry is smitten, consumed by his almost-but-not-quite-requited infatuation with 

the strangest girl he’s ever met. Unfortunately for him, Grace isn’t looking for romance. Three 

months ago, her boyfriend Dominic died in the same car crash that injured her leg. Grace 

lived. Dom didn’t. Love triangles area always ghastly. They’re even worse when the girl 

you’ve fallen for is torn between you and her still-decomposing ex.  

 

Undeterred by Grace’s erratic stance on relationships, Henry summons all his courage to    

convince her that their flickering, bittersweet spark could heal her grief and grow into a grand 

love story worthy of the silver screen. With disastrous consequences, naturally.  

 

Krystal Sutherland was born and raised in Townsville, Australia, a place that has never        

experienced winter. Since then she’s lived in Sydney, where she edited her university’s student 

magazine, and Amsterdam, where she worked as a foreign correspondent. Krystal has also 

interned at Bloomsbury Publishing and was shortlisted for the Queensland Young Writers 

Award. We Were Never Here is her debut novel.  

North America: Putnam (November 2016) 

ANZ: Penguin 

Denmark: Leonhardt & Ringhof 

Italy: Rizzoli 

Norway: Gyldendal 

Spain/Catalan: Planeta 

 

 

Agent: Catherine Drayton 

Editor: Stacy Barney 

Format: manuscript 
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Darcy Woods 

SUMMER OF SUPERNOVAS 
 

When zodiac-obsessed teen, Wilamena Carlisle, discovers a planetary alignment that won’t 

repeat for a decade, she’s forced to tackle her greatest astrological fear: The Fifth House of    

Relationships and Love.  

 

Armed with a killer collection of 40’s vintage dresses, and a surefire-ish plan to find the       

Sagittarius of her dreams, Wil embarks on a twenty-two day race for love, before Jupiter’s luck 

expires. As the daughter of an expert astrologer, Wil knows billions of stars can’t be wrong. So 

when her heart defies the heavens by falling for a sensitive guitar player hailing from the 

wrong side of the chart, Wil must decide whether a cosmically doomed love is worth shunning 

her mother’s legacy and the very system in which she places a lifetime of unfailing belief. 

 

Sometimes the greatest leap in life means never leaving the ground.  

 

Darcy Woods has held a gloriously strange mix of professions. From a three-year stint          

refueling helicopters in the US Army, to a decade plus as an esthetician in a spa, her most    

beloved career by far is that of author. A past RWA Golden Heart® Award winner and    

hoarder of books, Darcy believes that laughter really is the best medicine and practices it daily. 

She lives in Michigan with her husband.  

World English: Crown Books for Young Readers (May 2016) 

Brazil: Intrinseca 

Germany: Fischer 

Italy: Mondadori  

Spain: Urano 

Turkey: Pegasus  

 

Agent: Catherine Drayton 

Editor: Emily Easton 

Format: manuscript 
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Jeff Zentner 

THE SERPENT KING 

“Zentner’s prose wraps you up like a warm, Southern hug and packs the punches of a sweaty country 

brawl… The Serpent King is a debut you won’t be able to resist or forget.” 

—John Corey Whaley, author of Where Things Come Back 

 

An exciting new voice in YA fiction that readers have called “Southern-fried John Green.” 

 

Dillard Early, Jr., Travis Bohannon, and Lydia Blankenship are three friends who have one 

thing in common: none of them seem to fit the mold. Dill grew up in the Pentecostal faith and 

his father went to prison during his freshman year; Travis is a gentle giant who works at his 

family’s lumberyard and carries a wizard’s staff; and Lydia comes from an affluent family, 

runs a fashion blog, and is actively plotting her escape from Redneckville, Tennessee. 

 

But Dill has a cursed name. His grandfather, Dillard Early, became obsessed with slaughtering 

snakes after one killed his daughter, wearing their skins to try to ward off his grief. The locals 

took to calling him “the Serpent King” before he committed suicide by poison. Dill’s father, 

also named Dillard Early, was a pastor whose flock handled serpents and drank poison as 

signs of faith—he went to prison for a heinous crime. 

 

When Dill’s mother pressures him to drop out of high school to work full-time to help pay off 

the debts stemming from his father’s trial, Dill realizes that he’s quickly approaching a      

crossroads to adulthood, not to mention Lydia is leaving for college and he’s quietly in love 

with her. With the help of his friends, Dill finds a self-confidence he didn’t know he had.   

However, a shattering act of random violence forces Dill to reckon with the history of        

darkness—serpents and poison and self-destruction—that is his inheritance. 

 

Jeff Zentner was a singer-songwriter and guitarist who released five albums and appeared on 

recordings with Iggy Pop, Nick Cave, and Debbie Harry. He gave a TED talk on creativity and 

served as managing editor of the Vanderbilt Journal of Entertainment Law and Practice. He lives in 

Nashville with his wife and son. 

US: Crown Books (March 2016) 

UK: Andersen Press 

Canada: Tundra 

 

 

 

Agent: Charlie Olsen 

Editor: Emily Easton 

Format: galley 



 

 

Recently 

Published 
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Katherine Heiny 

SINGLE, CAREFREE, MELLOW 
 

“Heiny’s wry, bittersweet debut… is something like Cheever mixed with Ephron.” 

              —The New York Times Book Review 

 

A glittering, tender, and ruefully funny debut, Single, Carefree, Mellow examines the varieties of betrayal 

in ten exquisite stories of women falling in and out of love. Maya, whom we first meet in the title story, 

is torn between the reliability of her kind, careful boyfriend, Rhodes, and the allure of her married boss. 

In “Andorra,” Sadie’s lover, Marcus, calls her every Thursday as he drives to meet his wife for marriage 

counseling. And in “The Dive Bar,” Sasha’s lover’s wife asks to meet her for a drink, and Sasha agrees, 

hating to be rude to the woman whose husband she has stolen. Smart, sexy, and disarming, these are 

stories about the ways we are unfaithful to one another, on purpose and by accident. Single, Carefree, 

Mellow was published by Knopf in February, and has sold to Fourth Estate/UK, Yilin Press/China, 

Lattes/France, Hoffmann & Campe/Germany, PT Gramedia/Indonesia, Einaudi Editore/Italy. 

Judith Hooper 

ALICE IN BED 
 

“An extraordinary accomplishment, a captivating read.”  

—Thad Carhart, author of The Piano Shop on the Left Bank 

 

In Judith Hooper’s magnificent book, zingers fly back and forth between the endlessly articulate and 

letter-writing Jameses, all of whom are geniuses at gossiping. And the James family did, in fact, know 

everyone intellectually important on both sides of the Atlantic, but by the time we meet Alice in 1889, 

she has been sidelined and is lying in bed in England, after taking London by storm. We don’t know 

what’s wrong with Alice. Her legs no longer support her. She cannot travel home. She also suffers fits 

sending her into swooning dreams in which she not much remembers her life as she relives it. So, with 

Alice in bed, we travel to London and Paris, where the James children spent parts of their unusual child-

hoods. Accompanied by an Afterword that addresses the various maladies that befell not only Alice but 

others of her caste and class, we find a brilliant woman encumbered by what was perhaps a genetically 

derived variety of infirmities, some of which will have resonance with the readers of today.  Alice in Bed 

was published by Counterpoint in September.  
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Julie Lythcott-Haims 

HOW TO RAISE AN ADULT 
Break Free of the Overparenting Trap and Prepare  

Your Kid for Success 

“A must-read for every parent who senses that there is a healthier and saner way to raise our children.” 

—Madeline Levine, author of The Price of Privilege 

 

Into the muddy debate on parenting comes a welcome drop of clarity in the voice, persona, and experi-

ence of Julie Lythcott-Haims, the former freshman dean at Stanford University. Lythcott-Haims deftly 

synthesizes the leading research on parenting kids from multiple disciplines, marrying it to her observa-

tions of young people at the college level and her interviews with managers of young employees across 

the nation. This is the first book in its space to move from a single psychologist’s perspective on the 

harm of “helicopter parenting” to a 360 degree examination of the problem. Based on well-documented 

research as well as years of her experiences both as a university dean and a parent herself, this is a book 

that finally makes the compelling case that something is not right when it comes to today’s young 

adults. It reads as a permission slip for the millions of parents who are overwhelmed by the trend to-

ward over-parenting and are looking for a way out. How to Raise an Adult was published by Holt in 

June, and has sold to Cheers Publishing Co./China, Macmillan/UK, Dourei/Korea, Rocco/Brazil, Grup 

Media Litera/Romania.  

William MacAskill 

DOING GOOD BETTER 
Effective Altruism and How You Can Make a Difference 

“[MacAskill’s] ideas are insightful and important, his writing is clear, accessible and  

exceedingly engaging.” —Peter Singer, author of The Life You Can Save 

 

Most of us wish we could make a difference in the world. We donate our time and money to organiza-

tions and causes we think will make an impact, choose careers we deem meaningful, and patronize 

businesses and buy products we think make the world a better place. Unfortunately, even those who 

make doing good a priority often end up doing very little to effect change. Effective altruists operate by 

asking five key questions before they decide on what action to take: How many people benefit, and by 

how much? Is this the most effective thing you can do? Is this area neglected? What would have hap-

pened otherwise? What are the chances of success, and how good would success be? Through these, 

MacAskill shows that many of our assumptions about how to do good are misguided. He forces us to 

think differently, set aside biases, and use evidence and careful reasoning so that each of us can do the 

most good possible. Doing Good Better was published by Avery/Penguin in August and has sold to 

Guardian/Faber/UK.  
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Margaret Mitchell 

PRETTY IS 

“A powerful plot that keeps the tension bubbling and the reader’s attention rapt… a real  

thriller of a novel that will keep you up all night.” —Fay Weldon, author of Habits of the House 

 

When Lois and Carly May are twelve years old, they’re abducted, driven across the country, and impris-

oned in a hunting lodge for two months. This chilling debut novel is about their darkly formative sum-

mer under the watchful gaze of their kidnapper, and how their experience stains the days to come. Lois 

has just begun teaching at a small college when she is forced to content with an obsessive student whom 

she suspects of being the son of her kidnapper. The past looms even closer when she learns that the ac-

tress cast to star in the film adaptation of her thriller, Deep in the Woods, is Carly May. Haunted by the 

unspeakable experience that has shaped their lives, the two women ultimately find themselves together 

again in the woods of British Columbia, where the film both echoes and falsifies their beautiful, terrible 

story is being shot. Tangled narratives and conflicting desires collide on the film set where their dark 

past has been faithfully reconstructed. Pretty Is was published by Holt in June, and has sold to Karakter/

Holland, Orion Books/UK, Le Livre de Poche/France, Ullstein, Germany, Editura RAO/Romania.  

Victoria Patterson 

THE LITTLE BROTHER 

“The Little Brother takes on a real-life situation from the headlines, but Victoria Patterson  

etches it into fiction—the sad and scaly kaleidoscope of family, loyalty and betrayal.”  

—Susan Straight, author of Highwire Moon 

 

Life is pretty sweet for Even Hyde. Despite his parents’ divorce in 2001, he’s doing just fine, having cho-

sen to live with his richly successful father in California. When not spending “bonding” time with his 

partially absent father, he has his run of the house, where he more or less comes and goes as he pleases. 

Even’s older brother Gabe continues to live with their emotionally unstable mother. Though he feels 

discarded and left behind, Gabe visits Even and their father on the weekends. Even doesn’t seem too 

worried about Gabe’s quick-to-ignite temper or his evolving addictions to skipping school and smoking 

weed. But Gabe commits a crime so unbelievably heinous that Even can’t forgive his flesh and blood for 

it. This riveting novel shows how cruel the awfulness of human behavior can be and how sometimes 

even the right decisions feel wrong, no matter how hard you convince yourself otherwise. The Little 

Brother was published by Counterpoint Press in August.  
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Morten Storm with Paul 
Cruickshank & Tim Lister 

AGENT STORM 
My Life Inside al Qaeda  

“…a rollicking read and a rare insider’s account of Western spying in the age of Al Qaeda.” 

              —The New York Times 

 

After reading a book about the Prophet Mohammed, Morten Storm converted to Islam and embarked 

on a decade-long transformation that would lead him from a militant madrasah in Yemen to close 

friendship with Anwar al-Awlaki—and then to becoming a double agent for the CIA, British, and     

Danish intelligence. He single-handedly thwarted attacks in the West, led the CIA to some of the 

world’s most dangerous terrorists, all the while knowing his own life might be expendable. Film rights 

for Agent Storm have been sold to Paul Greengrass and Scott Rudin, the team behind Captain Phillips. 

Morten Storm is a former radical Islamist born in Korsor, Denmark. Paul Cruickshank is CNN’s Terror-

ism Analyst, and the editor of Al Qaeda. Tim Lister has covered international news for twenty-five years 

as a producer and reporter for the BBC and CNN. Agent Storm was published by Grove/Atlantic in    

September, and has sold to Profil Knijga/Croatia, Vysehrad/Czech Republic, Art People/Denmark,     

Xander/Holland, Penguin/UK, Cherche-Midi/France, Riva/Germany, Modan Publishing House/Israel, 

Czarne/Poland, Meteor Publishing/Romania, Peninsula/Spain, PAX/Norway. 

“The Good Gut empowers the reader with the opportunity to embrace this leading edge 

science in an  actionable, user-friendly way.”  

—David Perlmutter, M.D., author of Grain Brain 

 

Microbiota, the trillions of organisms representing the thousands of species to which our bodies play 

host, interacts with our bodies in a number of powerful ways; it determines in no small part whether 

we’re sick or healthy, fit or obese, sunny or moody. The microbiota has always been with us, and in fact 

has coevolved with humans, entwining its functions with our so deeply, humans are really composite 

organisms having both microbial and human parts. The Good Gut offers a new plan for health that focus-

es on how to nourish your microbiota, including recipes and a menu plan. In this groundbreaking work, 

the Sonnenburgs show how we can keep our microbiota off the endangered species list and how we can 

strengthen the community that inhabits our gut and thereby improve our own health. The answer is 

unique for each of us, and it changes as you age. Caring for our gut microbes may be the most important 

health choice we can make. The Good Gut was published by Penguin Press in April, and has sold to Bei-

jing Zhouxin Jiuzhou/China, Jan Melvil/Czech, Borgens/Denmark, Het Spectrum/Holland, Random 

House/UK, Heyne Verlag/Germany, Sperling & Kupfer/Italy, Hayakawa/Japan, Galaktyka/Poland, Lua 

de Papel/Portugal, Santillana/Spain. 

Justin & Erica Sonnenburg 

THE GOOD GUT 
Taking Control of Your Weight, Your Mood, and Your Long 

Term Health 
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“Vann’s provocative prose is filled with a sense of wonder and beauty, even when the lives he 

describes are tragic.” —LA Times 

 

Twelve-year-old Caitlin lives alone with her mother—a worker at the local container port—in subsi-

dized housing next to an airport in Seattle. Each day, while she waits to be picked up after school, Cait-

lin visits the local aquarium to study the fish. Gazing at the creatures within the watery depths, Caitlin 

accesses a shimmering universe beyond her own. When she befriends an old man at the tanks one day, 

who seems as enamored of the fish as she, Caitlin cracks open a dark family secret and propels her once-

blissful relationship with her mother toward a precipice of terrifying consequence. In crystalline, chis-

eled yet graceful prose, Aquarium takes us into the heart of a brave young girl whose longing for love 

and capacity for forgiveness transforms the damaged people around her. Relentless and heartbreaking, 

primal and redemptive, Aquarium is a transporting story from one of the best American writers of our 

time. Aquarium was published by Grove in March, and has sold to De Bezige Bij/Holland, Text/ANZ, 

Heinemann/UK, Gallmeister/France, Suhrkamp/Germany, Tarandus Kiado/Hungary, Book 21/Korea, 

Relogio d’agua Editores/Portugal, RH Mondadori/Spain. 

David Vann 

AQUARIUM 

“If Styron is best remembered for his fiction… his extensive output of short nonfiction  

stands as additional testament to his enormous talent and range of interest.” —Kirkus, starred review 

 

Here are fifty years of Styron’s essays, memoirs, reviews, op-eds, articles, eulogies, and speeches, reflect-

ing the same brilliant style and informed thinking that he brought to his towering fiction and to a deeply 

committed public life. Including many newly collected and never-before-published items, this compen-

dium ranges from the original mission statement of The Paris Review, which Styron helped found in 

1953, to a 2001 tribute to his friend Philip Roth—creating an essential overview of this post-World War 

II world of art and letters. In these pages, Styron writes vividly of childhood days in Virginia spent go-

ing to the movies, not reading books. And he writes as few others have about midlife battles with clini-

cal depression. The beginnings of his masterpieces The Confessions of Nat Turner and Sophie’s Choice are 

chronicled here, along with the controversy that greeted the former upon its 1967 publication. These 

fascinating pieces bring readers closer to this writer and the world he observed, interacted with, and 

changed. My Generation was published by Random House in June. 

William Styron 

MY GENERATION 
Collected Nonfiction  
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